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“OLD AND NEW REMEDIES.” 


by W. F. BARR, M. D., Abingdon, Va., (read before Abingdon Academy of Medicine. 
Published by request.) 


I heard of a young man whose custom it was to go to mill 
with a bushel of corn in one end of the bag, and a large stone 
in the other with which to balance the bushel of corn. On one 
occasion the miller thought that he would instruct the youth, 
and teach him to put a bushel of corn in the part of the bag in 
which he put the stone, and thereby save time and trouble in at- 
tending mill. The youth had no idea of making innovations by 
adopting “‘new”’ plans, or of disregarding the teachings and ex- 
ample of his father, and replied: ‘‘I will not do so; dad always 
went to mill that way, and what he did was good enough for 
me.” No evidence is left on record that the young man ever 
changed his “system” of going to mill! nor is he the only one 
that ever lived, or yet lives, who has been unwilling to change 
his opinions, plans of operation, “systems,” etc. History— 
civil, political, moral and ecclesiastical—is replete with such in- 
stances. Let us, for illustration, refer to some. 

When Copernicus, Galileo and Kepler advanced their hypoth- 
éses about the revolutions of the planetary system, but few as- 
tronomers were disposed to believe them. Copernicus was 
alraid of —dreaded—opposition! Galileo was imprisoned. A man 
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was regarded as a heretic in science and religion who believed 
that the earth moved! Persons are now living who were taught 
that there were but four elements—fire, air, earth and water, 
and any one who dared to gainsay the teaching would have been 
considered visionary—had ‘‘optics keen to see what was not to 
be seen.” J have no doubt that when Harvey discovered the 
circulation of the blood, and demonstrated and explained it to 
Charles I, King of England, mary physicians in the great me- 
tropolis of the English government, who believed in the “ old” 
teachings and ‘‘systems” of physiology, were amused, and per- 
haps laughing about the ‘‘new” notions of the ‘‘new” dreamer! 

The history of every article used as a medicine, and every 
remedy resorted to as a means of curing diseases or accidents 
teaches, in language unmistakable, and loud as thunder, that #f 
was at firsta ‘‘new”’ remedy! Let the physician who still con- 
tends that ‘‘calomel, the lancet, rhubarb, jalap, opium and 
tartar emetic” are sufficient to cure a// ‘‘ the diseases to which 
human nature is heir,” refer to the history of each article, and, 
perhaps, he too will learn that they were, when first used, re- 
garded by many as not only “new” but very “ dangerous” 
remedies! As young as I am, I remember when one or two 
grains of quinine were regarded as proper quantities to be given 
at a dose, and when I commenced the practice of medicine ina 
miasmatic section, in which I had to contend with remittent, in- 
termittent and congestive fevers, and, according to the teaching 
and practice of Professors Ford and Dugas, of the Medical Col- 
lege of Georgia, administered quinine in doses of five, ten, fif- 
teen, twenty, thirty or forty grains, according to the emergency 
of the case, the ‘‘ older” members of the profession in that sec- 
tion considered me ‘‘a dangerous young doctor,” and an estima- 
ble and intelligent old gentleman replied to me in a meeting of a 
medical society, that he would not permit me to practice in his 
family if I gave such large doses of quinine! But notwith- 
standing such opposition, I ‘‘ went on my way rejoicing ” at the 
success attending the practice, especially as I knew that those 
profound thinkers and practitioners, Ford and Dugas, had taught 
and successfully adopted the practice, whilst the older gentle 
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men kept their patients in bed for four and six weeks with 
“small doses of calomel, ipecac and nitrate of potash,” and, at 
times, during the intermission and remissions of intermittent and 
remittent fevers, they would give every two or three hours one 
or two grains of quinine! 

About twenty-five years ago, Dr. Notwood, of Sotith Carolina, 
revived the use of an o/d medicine—one that had been consid- 
ered too dangerous to use, and, consequently, had been “con- 
signed to the tomb of the Capulets.” But he, with undaunted 
spirit, cried aloud in its behalf, until it is xow considered an old 
remedy. So will it be with bromide of potash, hydrate of chlo- 
ral, and croton-chloral hydrate, to say nothing about anesthetics, 
which were introduced into general practice within the last 
twenty-five years! 

But I desire to call the attention of those of the medical pro- 
fession who are opposed to the use of ‘‘ zew remedies ’’ to some 
prescriptions which are older than some of the old remedies now 
in use ! 

Professor L. S. Joynes, of the Medical College of Virginia, 
has referred to some ‘‘ old remedies” which, perhaps, our old 
friends had better use, as they might be less dangerous and more 
palatable than “ calomel and jalap!”’ 

Dr. Joynes has obtained a copy. of the Paris Pharmacopaia of 
1758, and in an article published in the Virginia Medical Monthly, 
May, 1874, entitled “‘ Curiosities of Medical History,’ he men- 
tions a number of o/d remedies, used in the city of medicai learn- 
ing, and of fine arts, fashions, refinement and good taste. I 
would very respectfully call the attention of all who are opposed 
to ‘*new remedies” to that article, with the request that they 
read and reflect upon the same. 

As many may not have the opportunity of seeing the article 
of Dr. Joynes, I will mention some of the medicines, published 
as ‘‘ official” in the Paris Pharmacopaia of 1758: 

‘*Oil of bricks,” oil of young puppies, oil of earth-worms, 
and pigeon’s dung, of which was prepared a plaster styled em- 
plastrum diabotanum, The turtle (or terrapin,) both of land 
and water, the lizard, the frog, the toad, the viper, the earth- 
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worm, the snail, the wood-louse or millipede, the ant, the bee, 
the crab, the crawfish, the scorpion, the black or dung-beetle 
(‘‘or tun.ble-bug.””) Great ‘‘ medicinal virtues were ascribed to 
each of these ignoble animals.” ‘There was prepared a ‘‘ resto- 
rative syrup of turtles,” a soothing preparation styled dalsamum 
tyvanguillans, far which five toads are directed to be boiled alive, 
with other ingredients. To make a famous plaster (emplastrum 
de vanis,) ‘‘the formule calls for twenty-four live bull frogs, a 
pound of earth-worms, oil of frogs, powder of viper, and other 
choice ingredients.” The viper appears to have occupied a 
high position in medical estimation, There were the. powder of 
vipers, a broth of vipers, or viper tea, jelly of vipers, syrup of 
vipers, troches or lozenges of vipers, a volatile spirit, and a vo- 
latile oil of vipers, besides being an ingredient of quite a num- 
ber of compound preparations, it was prescribed in no less than 
fourteen different officinal forms. Then they prescribed the syrup 
and broth of turtles, sow-bugs, bees, snails, and syrup and broths 
of all kinds of bugs and animals! Ivory, the wild boar’s tusk, 
the jawbone of the pike, hare’s fur, crab’s eyes and claws, raw 
silk, the spawn of the frog, the blood of the wild goat, the ex- 
crement of the dog, the cow, the peacock, the common fowl, 
the goose and the pigeon were all used. AsDr. Joynes says, 
‘‘a charming assortment for the driggists to keep in store and 
manipulate.” 

Altogether, almost the whole materia medica was one grand 
hum-bug ! 

The Chinese practice of the present day is about as good as 
that of Parisin 1758! The Chinese must have obtained a copy 
of the Paris Pharmacopeia, for their materia medica is composed 
of pretty much the same articles. And yet ashort time since a 
Chinese physician advertised for practice in the city of New 
York! I have read the system of Chinese practice, and find 
that szakes, and snakes’ skins enter largely into the composition 
of remedies for nearly every disease ! 

I also reter “old fogies,” for their earnest consideration, to the 
following remedies, which were wont to be prescribed by the 
illustrious Sydenham. 
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For intermittent fevers of the years 1661, 1602, 1664, he pre- 
scribes thus : R 

‘*Take of the conserve flowers of borage and bugloss, each 
an ounce; conserve of rosemary, half an ounce; candied citron- 
peel and nutmeg, and Venice treacle, of each three drachms; con- 
fections of alhermes,two drachms ; mix them up into an electuary, 
of which let him take the quantity of an hazel nut, morning 
and night; drinking after it six spoonfuls of the following jue): 

‘Take of the distilled water of meadow sweet, and treacle 
water, of each three ounces; syrup of cloves, an ounce; mix 
them together.” 

‘On the intermediate days, during the course of the cure, 
give them the following electuary, or some other medicines of 
the like kind: 

‘‘Take of the conserve of Roman wormwood, of rosemary, 
and of Venice treacle, each an ounce; of the conserve of orange- 
peel, of candied angelica and nutmeg, each half an ounce; syrup’ 
of cloves, enough to make the whole into an electuary, of which 
let the quantity of a nutmeg be taken twice a day, drinking after 
each dose a small draught of canary, wherein cowslip flowers 
have infused cold.” 

In the treatment of bilious colic, he ‘‘ commonly” used the 
following : 

‘*Take of the roots of madder’and tumeric, each an ounce; of 
the roots, together with the leaves of the greater celadine, and 
the tops of the lesser centuary, each a handful; boil them in 
equal quantities of Rhenish wine, and spring water to a quart, 
to which, when strained off, add two ounces of the syrup of the 
five opening roots; mix them together for an apozem, of which 
let the patient take half a pint warm, every morning and night, 
till the cure be completed.” 

And thus would he ‘‘ physic” one afflicted of the pleurisy: 

‘*Take seven blanched sweet almonds, the seed of melons 
and pumpkins, of each half an ounce; the seeds of white pop- 
pies, two drachms; beat them together in a marble mortar; then 
pour on by degrees a pint and a half of barley water; mix well, 
and, when strained, add two drachms of rose water, and half an 
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ounce of white sugar. Let four ounces be taken every fourth 
hour.” 

The following simple rae and electuary were for treat- 
ment of ‘‘the rheumatism :’ 

‘Take of distilled waters of lettuce, purslain andl water lily, 
each four olinces; syrup of lemons, an ounce and a half; syrup 
of nolets, an ounce; mix them together for a ju'e», of which let 
the patient drink at pleasure, or of the emulsion above set oe 
in the cure of pleurisy.” , 

Again: ‘‘Take of the conserve lof garden scurvy grass, two 
ounces; conserve of wood sorrel, an ounce; compound powder 
wake robin, six drachms; syrup of oranges, enough of the whole 
into an electuary, two drachms of which is to be taken three 
times a day, for a month, drinking after it three ounces of the 
following distilled water : 

‘* Take of garden scurvy grass, eight handfuls; of water cres- 
ses, brook lime, sage, and mint, four handfuls; the peels of six 
oranges ; nutmegs bruised, half an ounce. Jn use them into six 


quarts of mum, and draw off three quarts for use in a common 
still.” 


Then for quinsy this: 

‘*Take of the distilled waters of plantain, red roses, and frog 
spawn, of each three ounces; three whites of eggs, beat toa 
liquor, white sugar, three drachms; mix them together for a 
gargism.” 

And again, we are modestly informed by our Patriarcha in- 
barius 4isculapu that, ‘‘ for the benefit of young physicians, he 
will communicate ” the following treatment for the gout: 

‘*Take of the roots of angelica, sweet flag, masterwort, ele- 
campane, the leaves of worm-wood, the lesser centuary, white 
hore-hound, germander, ground pine, scordium, common cala- 
mint, feverfew, wild saxifrage, St. John’s wort, golden rod, 
thyme, mint, sage, rue, holy thistle, pennyroyal, southern 
wood, the flowers of camomile, tansy, lily of the valley, Eng: 
lish saffron, the seeds of treacle, mustard, garden scurvy grass, 
caraway and juniper berries, of each a sufficient quantity. Let 
the herbs, flowers and roots be gathered when they are in the 
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utmost perfection; dry them in paper bags until they are reduci- 
ble into a fine powder. Take six o‘nces of each, well mixed 
together, add enough of clarified hdney and canary to make the 
whole into an electuary, of which let the patient take two 
drachms morning and night.” 

I copy the above prescriptions from Sydenham’s Practice, now 
in my possession. Although an advocate for all good new reme- 
dies, I would not agree to discard any of the o/d remedies, 
which the experience of years has proven to be valuable—not 
even blood-letting! I still have and use ‘‘calomel, ipecac, rhu- 
barb, jalap, tartar emetic, lobelia, opium and the lancet,” but 
cannot reject, with the lights before me, anzesthetics, hydrate of 
chloral, croton-chloral, nit a e of amyl, the hypodermic syringe, 
and many other ‘‘new”’ remedies too numerous to mention. 


SULPHIDE OF CALCIUM. 
By T. CURTIS SMITH, M.D., Middleport, Ohio. 

I take pleasure in calling attention to this remedy for action 
in a field where an agent that will produce the effects claimed for 
it is much needed, viz.: in discussing glandular swellings which 
threaten supputration, in furuncular eruptions, carbuncles, and 
chronic induration of various tissues, the result of inflammatory 
action. Sidney Ringer, of London, has done much to bring <his 
prominently be‘ore the profession as a valuable therapeutic agent. 
He, however, signally fails to give the rationale of its mode of 
action upon th? physical economy, further than to claim great 
alterative actior for it. This is but another method of covering 
up our ignorarce of the real actions of: various drugs now in 
general use. 

I have used this.agent more or less for a year past, and am 
well satisfied that it possesses some valuable properties for diffi- 
culties of the ¢lasses above named. 

In cases whtre glandular abscesses are threatened in scrofu- 
lous children, t has the effect to hasten their removal by either 
rapidly increasng their tendency to suppuration and rapid healthy 
granulation, o' of removing them quickly by absorption without 
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suppuration. This seems like a contradiction of terms, but we 
may well remember that other and apparently less potent agents 
have similar therapeutic value. Very often warm moist appli- 
cations are used to assist in alleviating inflammation, and 
the same kind of applications are also used to hasten suppuratioa. 
So we claim no more for this agent than has long been practically 
claimed in these different actions for a common poultice, but we 
hold that it is far more efficient. 

We not unfrequently meet with glandular swellings in stru- 
mous children and adults, not of specific origin. These often be. 
come very large. Sometimes, after weeks of suffering and in- 
convenience from the swellings, they suppurate, and after open- 
ing are very slow to heal, and for weeks will discharge an un- 
healthy looking pus; and when they have healed, too often 
leave very ugly cicatrices about the neck.. If in such cases 
the sulphide of calcium is given, and without any other aid, these 
’ swellings, however large they may be, will soondisappear, unless 
suppuration has already begun. In the latter ¢ase, instead of a 
long, tedious course of waiting through days and nights of suf- 
fering, and increased general debility, they will rapidly hasten 
to atermination by the suppurative process. The pus formed 
under its use seems of a more laudable character than that com- 
monly observed in strumous abscesses, and after being dis- 
chargd, healthy granulations spring up; soon the swelling has 
disappeared, and the point of opening has closed, leaving very 
little trace of the former trouble. If no pus has already formed 
in these large, threatening, indurated glaids, then under the sul- 
phide of calcium they soon become less in size, ind in a remark- 
ably short time disappear. 

Another use of no mean value tor this agert is in the treat- 
ment of boils. Several times in the last year have I met with 
cases where a succession of crops of furuncles would appear. 
As one crop would commence to decline another would put in 
an appearance: In all of such cases, where thesulphide of cal- 
cium has been resorted to, they have speedily covered. The 
boils already formed would quickly suppurate, and discharge 
profusely, the ‘‘core” melting away with astorishing rapidity. 
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The little boils just commencing to form would rapidly disap- 
pear without ever becoming painful, and no trace of them could 
be observed.- The points were notably gained in the case of an 
old lady who was so much annoyed from the boils that she could 
not sleep day or night, nor move in any direction without pain, 
often severe. Ina few days she was relieved completely. Also 
ina recent case where a succession of these »ainful abscesses had 
occurred, those present rapidly disappeared, and have not yet re- 
turned. 

In carbuncles I have had a more limited experience. Sidney 
Ringer is loud in his praise of the remedy in this very painful 
affection, and especially mentions the rapid solution of the indu- 
rated ‘‘ core,’”’ and the formation and discharge of healthy pus, 
followed by rapid granulation, and not followed by a repetition 
of the swellings at other points. 

In those children that are, from some constitutional vice, sub- 
ject to a constant repetition of ill-conditioned sores, often greatly 
annoying them, and, from their very slow tendency to heal, last 
for weeks and months, the sulphide of calcium will soon effect 
a rapid recovery and prevent a tendency to their return. 

I have recently used this remedy in a few cases of visceral 
indurations of long standing, with the effect of a rapid removal 
of the morbid condition and a speedy improvement in the gen- 
eral health. Iam now trying its influence over some very in- 
tractable diseases, but cannot speak yet of its power in these 
new directions. 

I have noticed, in the use of this agent, that there has been a 
general improvement in the health and vigor, and that espe- 
cially the nervous system seemed to become more efficient, and 
through this and its alterative power, there would be a general 
improvement in the secretions; the skin and kidneys would act 
more freely; the bowels, if costive, would become at once reg- 
ular; any tendency to acidity of the stomach would be partially 
or completely removed. I believe its influence in toning the 
nervous system is an effect fully as important as its alterative 
power. Time and an extensive use of this agent will decide 
Whether it will maintain the high stand it now seems to claim. 
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Ringer claims the same effect for the sulphides of potassium 
and sodium. I have only used the sulphide of calcium. Dr. 
Ringer recommends doses of one-tenth of a grain repeated every 
two hours, It has been my habit to give to young children a 
half grain every four to six hours, and to an adult, from a half 
to two grains in sugar four to six times a day. Its odor is disa- 
greeable, and similar to that given off by the Blue Lick mineral 
waters of Kentucky, and not unlike sulphuretted hydrogen. The 
taste, however, is easily concealed by mixing with sugar or mak- 
ing into pill. The solution in water cannot well be attained, and 
if it could, it would be very unpleasant to the patient to take. 

I have no reason to believe the agent would have any special 
power over syphilitic indurations of any kind, but have not ex- 
tended the use of the agent in this direction to ascertain what 
power it might exert, except in a single case, where it was used 
in connection with mercury. The results were good, but whether 
the agent had any influence or not, I cannot say. 


FIRWEIN. 
Cases Treated by Dr. A. K. ALLEY, of Atlanta, Ga. 


Having read in the several medical journals notices of this 
new compound, /irwein, prepared by Messrs. Tilden & Co., 
of New York, so highly recommended as a new remedy, and 
used by some phYsicians with great success in pulmonary com- 
plaints, I was induced to experiment and give it a thorough test 
in several cases, and beg to call the attention of the profession 
to its beneficial and satisfactory results. I would like the pro- 
fession to give it a trial, as I have found it to be a most valuable 
compound. It is said to contain phosphorus, iodine and bro- 
mine. I experimented with it in the three following cases with, 
I think, marked and decided benefit : 

CASE I. . 

Mrs. A., who had contracted broncho-pneumonia, which was 
quite prevalent in the city winter before last, and which left her 
right lung in a weak condition, with troublesome cough, diffi. 
culty of expectoration, and tendency to night sweats. After 
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using all the remedies indicated in her condition, I found but 
little relief gained, and, seeing an article written by a physician 
in which ‘‘ Firwein” proved sigrally successful, I resolved to 
give it a fair trial. I placed the lady upon it, and found, after 
using it for several weeks, that her cough was relieved, expecto- 
ration diminished, night sweats controlled, and condition of 
lung most decidedly improved—and her general coudition much 
better. 
CASE II. 


Mr. C., who contracted bronchitis some eight or nine years 
ago, was left with a troublesome cough and profuse night sweats, 
with general debility, and was treated by a number of physi- 
cians of eminent skill, with but little benefit. This gentleman 
consulted mein reference to his condition. In view of the de. 
cided improvement in the first case, from the use of “ Firwein,” 
I concluded I would try the remedy in his case, and was in- 
formed by him that nothing had given him such relief before 5 
that his cough was under control; he had no night sweats, and 


that he had improved much in flesh, and was rapidly gaining his 
health. 


CASE III. 


John Foster, (colored,) a respectable man, aged twenty-nine 
years, suffering with phthisis. pulmonalis, with emaciated frame, 
with profuse night sweats, and with general debility, accompanied 
with a troublesome cough, which prevented him from getting 
any rest, with a cavity in the right lung—no appetite, with 
great derangement of stomach and bowels. His condition when 
I was first called to see him, was of an’extreme character, having 
little hopes of improvement or relief. I gave him ‘‘ Firwein,” 
along with cod liver oil—dose, tablespoonful three times a day, 
alternating with the compound syrups and hypophosphites, us- 
ing counter irritation to skin, with croton oil, and gradually in- 
creasing the ‘‘ Firwein,” and giving him a good and nourishing 
diet. After using and keeping him. under the influence of 
“Firwein”’ for some time, I found his condition somewhat 
changed, with decided improvement. There was decided ame- 
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lioration of all the symptoms, a subsiding of the cough and 
profuse night sweats, a general building up of the whole system, 
and a degree of improvement in the lungs, which I have never 
seen before in all my professional experience with this fearful 
malady. 

I believe that in this new compound, “Firwein,” we have a 
desideratum long felt. I have never found a more potent reme. 
dial agent in arresting night sweats, and allaying the irritable 
condition of the digestive functions, usually so much impaired in 
‘*phthisis pulmonalis.” 


CASE OF ABNORMAL FCETATION. 
By JOHN COSTON, M.D. 


I was called, on the 25th of October, 1876, to see Mrs. W., 
aged twenty-nine, at a distance of fifteen miles from town. | 
arrived at 5 p.m., and found her completely anemic. There was 
not the color of blood in her face, lips or tongue. She says she 
is in the fifth month of pregnancy—has been flooding constantly 
for the last two and a half months, and occasionally sooner, and 
she says sometimes she loses as much in fifteen minutes as she 
would usually lose during a whole monthly period. Her ap- 
petite is good, bowels regular, no cough or other trouble, pulse 
80. Upon external examination, I found the womb enlarged to 
about the usual size for a five month’s pregnancy, but having 
an unusually round, smooth and uniform outline, with quite a 
soft, spongy feeling. There was no mammary enlargement nor 
change in color of areola. Vaginal examination showed the 0s 
dilated to the size of a quarter of a dollar, soft and spongy, and 
presenting internally an open space, above which was presented 
a rough, spongy mass, which seemed to be disconnected from 
the womb. And now the question arose: Was it a regular con- 
ieption, or a polypoid tumor? The stethescope gave no evi- 
dence of fcetal circulation, but on the left side of the womb, 
in the lower border of the lumbar region, was a peculiar sound, 
resembling a strong respiratory murmur, and the maternal heart 
had no regular sounds, but a kind of blowing puff. 
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With these lights before me, I at once decided that nothing» 
short of emptying the womb could save her, if, indeed, that 
could, and so informed her husband, and requested counsel in 
the case, when Dr. H. M. Williams was sent for. But as fifteen 
miles were to be traveled and back, I concluded to proceed in the 
case at once, I commenced the administration of tinct. ergot 
indrachm doses every hour and a half till four doses were given, 
by which time labor pains were fully established, and the hem- 
orrhage stayed. At 4a.m., the 26th, the womb was emptied 
of its contents, which came away all in one solid bulk, there be- 
ing no placenta nor membranes of any kind left, no hemorrhage 
following, and the lady appearing in quite a hopeful condition. 
Dr. Williams arrived at 5 A.M., in time to see the mass which had 
been discharged. It consisted, externally, of a reddish, brown, 
liver-colored fibrus structure, with here and there a flake of fat 
as large as a silver half-dollar, and this mass was of unequal 
thickness, from one-fourth of an inch to one inch thick, and 
formed, when removed from the vagina, an uniform exterior, 
showing no particular maternal connection; and, upon opening 
it, the internal surface was smooth, containing the amniotic fluid, 
about one pint, or, perhaps, a little less, and a foetus perfectly 
developed to time, but dead—the .cord being very small, and 
connecting directly with the inner surface of the sack, there being no 
placenta. 


CHLORIDE OF SODA IN CANCEROUS ULCERS. 
By G. M. RIVERS, M.D. 


About three years ago, I was requested to visit an old lady 
with an ugly ulcer of the left breast. The whole gland was in. 
volved in the disease, hard and uneven to the touch—the ulcer 
three inches in diameter, quite deep, with raised, ragged and 
itegular edges ; in fact, presenting all the appearance of true 
tancer. I had previously attended two cases of cancer of the 
breast, both of which presented the same appearance and proved 
fital. I held out no hope of recovery, but advised and insti- 
tuted, as I believed, a purely palliative treatment. I directed 
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the ulcer to be covered with simple cerate, and, to destroy the 
odor, to be washed twice a day with a solution of chloride of 
soda—Laberaque’s solution, in proportion of three ounces of 
the chloride to five of water. In three or four months, with no 
other treatment whatever, except small doses of morphine to 
relieve pain, the ulcer had perfectly healed, the swelling and in- 
flammation subsided, and the patient cured, It has now been 
more than two years, and the disease shows no disposition to 


return. 
The second case upon which I tried this remedy was a young 


negro woman, about twenty, with half the left nostril and a large 
portion of the upper lip destroyed. This woman had been to 
the hospital in Charleston, and the physicians there had pro- 
nounced it cancer. Upon this case I used the chloride very 
freely, injecting into the nares as well as applying it externally. 
in four months, the patient was cured, the last integument re- 
stored, leaving less deformity than I thought possible.* In this 
case, also, I used no other remedy, except to protect it from 
the air with simple cerate. , 

The question will naturally occur, Were these cases true can- 
cers? Their recovery alone makes me doubtful. I certainly 
had no doubts when I first saw,them. But may not the chloride 
of soda be aremedy? It is as good as anything else. Why 
not try it? Some of our most useful remedies have been dis: 
covered by accident. 





*This woman’s father died with cancer. 





& i 5 T 
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PERSESQUI-NITRATE OF IRON IN CHRONIC 
DIARRHCEA. 


” By WILLIAM KERR, M.D., Gait. 


In chronic diarrhoea, from want of tone, I know of no reme- 
dy equal to the persesqui-nitrate of iron. Dr. Graves, of Dub- 
lin, in his Clinical Medicine, 1842, says ‘‘ you will be consulted 
by females of a delicate and weakly habit, who frequently ex- 
hibit symptoms of nervous derangement, such as palpitation, 
sleeplessness and headache, who are easily excited or alarmed, 
and have a tendency to emaciation and paleness, and have little 
or no appetite. Combined with these spmptoms you find that 
they have been laboring under diarrhcea for weeks, or even 
months, and that this, with other causes of debility, has ren- 
dered their condition extremely uncomfortable. You will also 
be informed by the patient that she has tried many remedies 
without benefit, and that she is extremely anxious to have some- 
thing done to give relief, and hence it is a matter of importance 
to be acquainted with any remedy which may be likely to prove 
serviceable. This form of diarrhcea is of an unmanageable na- 
ture, and very seldom amenable to ordinary modes of manage- 
ment. The commion astringent remedies totally fail, chalk-mix- 
ture, rhatany-root and catechu are useless; and in such cases it 
has been observed that opium is generally injurious. If you 
prescribe opium it commonly checks the the disease for a time, 
but this temporary relief is accompanied by debility, malaise, 
testlessness, and many uneasy symptoms, and the diarrhoea soon 
returns, andis as bad asever. The medicine which I have found 
most effectual in such cases is the persesqui-nitrate of iron.” (Dr. 
Graves attributes the introduction of this as a medicine to Sir R. 
Christison, but in his next edition corrects the etror.) “Withit. 
Thave succeeded in curing many cases which had been exceed. 
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ingly obstinate, and of very considerable duration; the disease 
having in one instance resisted all the efforts of medical skill for 
seven months, and in the other for two years. Seven or eight 
drops of the liquor ferri persesqui-nitratis, (equal to half a teas- 
poonful of that of the formula in this paper,) gradually increased 
to twelve or fifteen, was the quantity prescribed in both cases, 
In the course of four days a slight diminution of the diarrhea 
was perceptible; in a fortnight the patients felt much better, and 
in a month or five weeks it had disappeared altogether. This 
took place without being followed by any bad effects. There was 
no swelling of the stomach, no tympanites, no tormina, no rest- 
lessness or nervous derangement, the patients recovered their 
health and strength, and the cure was at once permanent and 
safe.” 

Dr. Neligan, in his work on “ Medicines,’ 1847, states that 
‘*the persesqui-nitrate of iron is an admirable astringent, pos- 
sessing also tonic properties. It will be found particularly use- 
ful in chronic cases of mucous diarrhoea, when there is much 
emaciation and loss of appetite. In such I have derived much ben- 
efit from its employment, after many other remedies had failed.” 
Dr. Dunglison, on New Remedies, 1846, says: ‘‘ Kopp adminis- 
tered it with the greatest success in many cases of chronic diar- 
rhoea that had resisted every approved remedy.” Dr. Twining 
(Diseases of India) and others also testify in its favor. 

An elderly gentleman holding an important office in the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow, having consulted several of the most emi- 
nent medical men in that city, and also in Edinburgh, without 
success, for diarrhoea of long continuance, which was manifestly 
reducing his strength, proceeded to London to obtain the advice 
of the leaders of ‘the profession there. The opinion given was 
that most approved remedies having failed, the disease would 
slowly but surely prove fatal. On his return to Glasgow he ap- 
plied to Dr. Laurie, afterwards Professor of Surgery in the Uni- 
versity, who gave him persesqui-nitrate of iron. Rapid improve- 
ment followed, diarrhoea ceased, and he lived for years after- 
wards into old age. 

A lady in this country, who for sixteen years had suffered 
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from relaxed bowels, was affected with more than ordinary se- 
verity and frequency in the summer of 1848. At this time I 
was consulted, and advised the persesqui-nitrate of iron. After 
afew doses the complaint ceased, and did not return, the medi- 
cine being continued for some time to establish acure. Various 
remedies had previously been tried by the advice of medical 
men both in Canada and Britain, but without benefit. 

The persesqui-nitrate of iron is also valuable in ague, along 
with quinine, while there are paroxysms, and without, in that 
stage known as dumb ague. (See Edtubiirgh Medical Journal, 
September, 1851.) 

Its strongly astringent taste, unaccompanied by causticity, first 
led me to make trials of the persesqui-nitrate of iron, and pos- 
sibly to these qualities it owes much of its efficacy, but the con- 
stituents of the acid may likewise have a share; nitrogen may 
play an imporfant part, as we know it does in diet, and inan 
atid so readily decomposed the oxygen and nitrogen may be as- 
similated with and strengthen the living tissue. We are apt to 
speak of salts of iron as if all depended on the base, yet a mo- 
ment’s reflection tells, that in salts of potash or soda the acid in 
combination greatly modifies the qualities of the salt. Looking 
over the foregoing reports, it is impossible to believe that the 
various eminent medical men, who had given all the most ap- 
proved remedies for chronic diarrhcea, had neglected the muriate, 
sulphate or citrate of iron, but they failed to cure till the perses- 
qui-nitrate was used, 

I have long prepared the medicine according to the following 
formula: Mix one ounce and a half of nitric acid with seven and 
ahalf of water, both of these quantities by measure; put into 
this half an ounce of iron wire (No. 17 is a convenient thick- 
ueSs) broken into pieces and arranged so as to reach every por- 
tion of the fluid. At the end of ten or twelve hours pour off 
the solution from the small remainder of wire, and add as much’ 
Water as will bring the whole to thirty ounces. In my first for- 
mula* the acid and iron are respectively three ounces and one, 





‘Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, January, 1832. See also Glasgow Medi~ 
¢al Journal, 1882, Edinburgh Medical Journal, May, 1843, and September, 1851. 
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and the total, when completed, thirty,a quantity which has been 
approximately adopted by the United States Dispensary and the 
British Pharmacopeeia, but is liable to the objection that the so- 
lution becomes much sooner turbid than in the more dilute solu. 
tion. The liquid ought to be transparent, and of a beautiful 
dark red color. In cold weather the process must be carried on 
in doors, otherwise the solution will be that of proto-nitrate, but 
in warm weather this is not necessary. The noxious fumes of 
nitrous acid can be altogether avoided by placing a receiver over 
the vessel containin& the acid and iron, having its lower edge 
immersed in an inch or so of water. In making the chloride of 
gold for photographers, the fumes, which have brought fatal 
pulmonary disease on some individuals, may be similarly con- 
densed. In preparing the persesqui-nitrate the most important 
object is as little as possible to exceed the temperature necessary 
to peroxidize the iron. If the acid is less diluted, the weather 
very warm, or the quantity prepared greater, it is possible that 
the heat of the liquid may rise so high that the solution will be 
turbid from the first; on the other hand, if the heat has been 
kept moderate, the solution may remain transparent the greater 
part of a year. The proper temperature is most easily preserved 
by Prof. Proctor’s plan.—Canada Lancet, 


DIPHTHERIA. 


At the New York Academy of Medicine, on the evening of 
March 16th, Dr. C. E. Billington read a paper on this disease 
and its treatment, which was especially valuable, as it was based 
entirely upon clinical and personal experience ; his observations 
having been made with great care, and extending over a large 
number of cases. The records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics 
showed, said he, that in 1873 there were over four hundred 
deaths from diphtheria in this city; in 1874 over one thousand, 
and in 1875 no less than two thousand three hundred and twenty- 
nine. This terrible epidemic he thought could not be checked 
by any therapeutiz methods, but could only be stamped out by 
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the most revolutionary and active sanitary reform. Dr. Billing- 
ton has enjoyed unusual facilities for the study of the disease, as 
he is one of the district physicians of the Demilt Dispensary, and 
has seen altogether about three hundred cases, of which he has 
careful records of about one-half. 

As a result of his observation and study, he has become fully 
convinced that diphtheria is a local disease, at least primarily ; 
and, though this is the opinion of a minority of the authorities 
on the subject, he is glad to have his views corroborated by such 
observers as Drs. Jacobi and J. Lewis Smith. This conclusion 
is based upon the following points: 

First. The local affection commences first. 

Second. The gravity of the general symptoms is in proportion 
to the severity of the local manifestations. 

Third. The results of treatment seem to substantiate this view. 

In the study of the nature of the disease, he said, three ele- 
ments were to be considered : . 

(1) The contagium, which he did not propose to discuss on this 
occasion. 

(2) The inflammation, denuding the fauces of epithelium, and 
resulting in membranous exudation ; and 

(3) The effects reflected from the inflammation upon the sys- 
tem in general, are, to a greater or less extent, septicaemic in 
character. 

Dr. Billington’s treatment consists mainly in local disinfection, 
together with the most careful and unremitting watching and at- 
tention. The agents which he regards as most useful are the 
following, in the erder in which they stand in his estimation : 
Tincture of the chloride of iron, lime water and glycerine; and 
after them, salicylic and carbolic acids, sulphite of sodium, chlo- 
tate of potassium, etc. One formula which he uses in almost 
every case is as follows: 

R—Tinct. ferri chlor., f dr. iss. 
Glycerine. 
Aque, aa f oz. j.—M. 
S.—Teaspoonful every hour or half hour. 
Besides being very effective, it has the merit of being pleasant 
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to the taste, which is a great desideratum for children, especially 
when the dose has to be so frequently repeated. If the child is 
under two years, one drachm of the tincture of the chloride of 
iron is enough, and if vomiting follows the administration of the 
medicine, it should not be given so often. 

In connection with the above, Dr. Billington formerly em- 
ployed the following : 

R—Potass. chlor., dr. iss. 
Glycerine, f oz. ss. 
Liq. calcis, f oz. iiss: —M. 

A teaspoonful of this was alternated with a dose of the for. 
mer; so that the patient would receive one or the other every 
half hour. As a substitute for the chlorate of potassium mix- 
ture, he now generally uses the following : 

R—Acid salicylic., gr. x—xv. 
Sodii sulphit., gr. xxx—xlv. 
Glycerin, f 0z. ss. 

Aque, f oz. iiss. —M. 

Here the salicylic acid is rendered soluble by the addition of 
three times its weight of sulphite of sodium (borax also has the 
same effect,) so that in this prescription we have the advantages 
of both these reputed antiseptics, which are indicated theoreti- 
cally, and really seem to be of considerable practical benefit. It 
is of great importance that in every case in which it is practica- 
ble some sort of spray should be used upon the throat; and the 
most convenient instrument with which to accomplish this is the 
ordinary little pertumery spray-apparatus now in such general 
use. In order to annoy the child as little as possible, it is best 
to employ the spray immediately after a dose of the medicine is 
administered. The combination generally used by Dr. Billing- 
ton is the following: 

R—Acid, carbolic., m.x. 
Liq. calcis, f oz. iv. —M. 

He believes that the nasal douche or syringe has saved many 
lives ; and even when the nasal passages, apparently, do not seem 
affected, it is often useful in reaching portions of the mucous 
membrane inaccessible to the spray. If,. therefore, the breath 
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should remain fetid after the employment of the latter, it ought 
to be resorted to; and the mixture mentioned above, containing 
the salicylic acid, is as good as any other for the purpose. 

In adults or large children it may occasionally be of service to 
apply carefully strong tincture of iron (say two parts of the tinc- 
ture to one of glycerine) to circumscribed patches of membrane ; 
but, as a rule, topical applications of caustics or astringents by 
the probang or camel’s-hair brush do much more harm than 
good, as they cause exhaustion of the little patients from their 
struggles to resist, excite an increased flow of blood to the part, 
and really occasion further thickening and spread of the mem- 
brane. 

Dr. Billington expressed the opinion (which is hardly substan- 
tiated by other observers) that quinine is worse than useless in 
diphtheria in children; being objectionable, if for no other rea- 
son, on account of its bitter taste, which makes every dose 
dreaded by the patient. 

In cases attended with high secondary fever, a full dose of 
quinine, worked better in his hands. He cannot subscribe to 
the prevalent opinion that diphtheria will never bear aatiphlogis- 
tic treatment. 

Dr. Billington then proceeded to give an interesting summary 
of the cases which he had personally observed, prefacing his 
statement with an ailusion to the well recognized disadvantages 
to be encountered in dispensary practice. According to his ob- 
servations, about sixty-five per cent. of all cases of diphtheria 
occur in persons under five years of age, and it is quite a rare 
affection among adults (except in the peculiar experience of cer- 
tain irregular practitioners, ) even when individuals are constantly 
and to the fullest extent exposed to the disease. He has also 
found that about sixty per cent. of all the cases will recover 
without any treatment at all, and that about five per cent. will 
prove fatal whatever plan may be adopted. Out of one hundred 
and two carefully tabulated dispensary cases treated by him, 
fourteen died, and eighty-eight recovered; while of seventeen 
cases in private practice, one died, and sixteen recovered. 

The usual duration of the attack, from the commencement of 
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the treatment to the disappearance of the diphtheriti¢ mem. 
branes, was only from four to six days. Twenty-four cases in 
private practice, treated on the same principles by Dr. William 
Darken, house physician to the Demilt Dispensary, show even a 
better result; as not a single death occurred directly from the 
disease, though one of the children died several weeks after the 
acute attack, from some unexplained cause. 

A still later series of fourteen cases treated by Dr. Billington 
in conjunction with Dr. W. E. Bullard (in order that the pa- 
tients might receive the fullest possible amount of attention) all 
recovered, so that we have fifty-five cases altogether, with only 
one death directly attributed to the disease. In a large number 
of these the attack was of very great severity. 

From his observations, Dr. Billington has been induced to be- 
lieve that a laryngeal complication can often be prevented or 
aborted by the use of the spray, and that even after the mem- 
branes have been fully formed in this locality it is of very great 
service. Calomel has also proved useful in many cases. The 
inhalation of 4ot vapor, he thinks, renders the system more fa- 


vorable to the absorption of septic materials, and therefore in- 
jurious. 

He did not express a positive opinion as to the identity of 
croup and diphtheria, but apparently seemed to hold to the for- 
mer view.—Canada Lancet. 


HEADACHES OF THE DECLINE OF LIFE. 


S. Weir Mitchell, M. D., of Philadelphia, contributes the 
following to the Medical and Surgical Reporter: ‘‘These cepka- 
lagias are for me always full of suspicion. If a person who has 
been free of headaches begins late in middle life to have them, 
the case is usually one which will need every care we can give 
it. In such cases, after excluding the eyes as the cause, it is 
most needful to make sure that the headache be not remotely 
due to zlbuminuria, from contracted kidneys. In an article in 
the Philadelphia Medical Times for August, 1874, on the nervous 
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accidents of albuminuria, I have already spoken of this matter, 
and have there given three cases of headache, in all of which 
albuminuria was the unsuspected parent of the pain. But, after 
putting aside these and the still more common causes of head- 
aches, as gastric disorder and the constipation of old age, there 
yet remain headaches which have often, I think, some relation 
to causes which in the old produce hemiplegia. These head- 
aches are apt to occur on one side of the head, or to be most 
felt on one side when even the whole head aches. They are 
liable to be attended by a sense of fullness and by throbbing, 
and they are extremely apt to be felt every morning on awaken- 
ing from sleep. Headache is one of the near prodromes of 
hemiplegia, according to the books, but in my experience is not a 
common one; while, as a more remote warning, it has value, 
but still not very frequent. I have hesitated in these brief 
clinical sketches to speculate much on the causes of symptoms, 
nor do I see my way here to say what it is in the state of a head 
with degenerating vessels which gives rise to pain; yet, practi- 
cally speaking, Iam sure of the fact. I every now and then 
meet a man who has headache and slight numbness on one side, 
and who may or may not have hada slight hemiplegia. I bleed 
this man by leeches a few ounces. Iam perfectly sure he will 
be free of pain and eased of numbness for some time to come. 
I take the blood from the temple and from the back of the ear 
on the worst side. The immediate connection in these regions 
with the brain-breeding vascular areas beneath them is clear and 
abundant, and it does seem as if the local depletion eased a local 
overplus, and that the distended vessels did not give way anew 
for some time to come; but this is a speculation merely, while 
the valuable fact as to the use of leeching rests unchanged, how- 
ever we explain or do not explain it. Hard. too, to fully compre- 
hend is the other fact, as to which I am quite as sure, that in a 
florid man wall on in the fifties or over them, with a strong heart, 
throbbing headaches, and hints of hemiplegia in the way of 
unilateral numbness or tingling, the leech is made of longer use 
and even of permanent value by restricting the diet to vegeta- 
bles, milk and fruit. I could easily quote case on case in sup- 
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port of these assertions, but one shall answer: A stout, some. 
what ruddy gentleman, aged sixty-one years, from Delaware, 
called on me two years ago, with the following symptoms: a 
strong pulse and heart-beat; slightly beaded radial arteries; a 
faint senile arc; large, tortuous, visibly full temporal arteries; 
an occasional increasing numbness of the left side, ending in a 
slight hemiplegia, two years ago, but before this and since he 
had daily headache on awakening, and of late attacks of dull, 
throbbing ache, not worse on one side, but when present nearly 
always accompanied by a sensible over-action of the heart and 
by increased left-side numbness. Cardiac sedatives and purga- 
tives aided him none, but a full leeching gave immense relief. 
In three weeks it had to be done again, and in two months yet 
again; then I urged absolute deprivation of meat, and that has 
succeeded, so that only once since has he been leeched. To- 
bacco had something to do with the first of his headaches, and 
was at least potent in ability to bring one on when used in 
excess. At last he learned this, and ceased to smoke as much, 
which presently lessened the number of attacks, but did not 
prevent them altogether. At last he acquired curious cardiac 
sensitiveness to tobacco, which grows on old smokers, and he 
was forced to abandon it. Nevertheless, the headaches re- 
mained. There is one most remarkable fact in this history of 
neuralgic headache (megrim): it is very apt to cease as men 
grow old, but, also, it is apt to disappear and return no more in 
these who have had a single hemiplegia attack, however slight: 
I find in my note-books seven causes of hemiplegia, three right 
and four left, in which are noted this most interesting peculiarity.” 
—Louisville Med. News. 


Jaborandi in Cholera Infantum and Scarlatina.—Dr. Wilson 
has used jaborandi in one case of cholera infantum, in order to 
determine the liquids from the intestines to the skin, and its ad- 
ministration was followed by the happiest effect. The Doctor 
is also using jaborandi in a case of scariatina, with admirable 
effects. —Rechmond and Louisville Med. Jcur. 
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KENTUCKY SHOWER OF FLESH. 


The so-called shower of flesh in Kentucky is made the subject 
of acommunication to The Sanitarian for May, 1876, by Leopold 
Brandeis of Brooklyn. The writer said that in 1537, while 
Paracelsus was engaged in the production of his *‘ elixir of life,” 
he came across a very strange looking vegetable mass, to which 
he gave the name of ‘‘ nostoc.”’ 

The want of rapid transportation, combined with the perish- 
able nature of the subtances fallen, have hitherto prevented a 
complete and exhaustive examination. The specimens of the 
“Kentucky shower,” however, reached this city well preserved 
in glycerin, and it has been comparatively easy to identify the 
substance, and to fix its status. The ‘* Kentucky wonder” is 
nothing more or less than the nostoc of the old alchemist. The 
nostoc belongs to the conferve; it consists of translucent, gela- 
tinous bodies joined together by thread-like tubes of seed-bear™ 
ers. There are about fifiy species of this singular plant classi- 
fied; two or three kinds have even been found in a fossil state. 
Like other conferve, the nostoc propagates by self-division 
as well as by seeds or spores. When these spores work their 
way out of the gelatinous envelope they may be wafted by the 
winds here and there, and they may be carried great distances. 
Wherever they may fall, and find congenial soil, namely, damp- 
ness or recent rain, they will thrive and spread very rapidly, 
and many cases are recorded where they have covered miles 0 
ground in a very few hours with long strings of nostoc. 

On account of the rapidity of growth, people almost every- 
where faithfully believe the nostoc to fall from the clouds, and 
ascribe to it many mysterious virtues. The plant is not confined 
to any special locality or to any climate; sown by the whirl- 
wind, carried by a current of air, in need of moisture only for 
existence and support, it thrives everywhere. Icebergs afloat 
amid ocean have been found covered with it. In New Zealand 
itis found in large masses of quaking jelly, several feet in cir- 
cumference, and covering miles of damp soil; and in our own 
country it may be found in damp woods, on meadows and on 
marshy, or even gravelly bottoms, 
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All the nostocs are composed of a semi-liquid cellulose and 
vegetable proteine. The edible nostoc is highly valued in China, 
where it forms an esseetial ingredient of the edible bird-nes' 
soup. The flesh that was supposed to have fallen from the 
clouds in Kentucky, is the flesh-colored nostoc (MV. curneum of 
the botanist) ; the flavor of it approaches frog, or spring chicken 
legs, and it is greedily devoured by almost all domestic animals: 

Such supposed ‘‘ showers” are not rare, and are in entire har” 
mony with natural laws, In the East Indies the same nostoc 
is used as an application in ulcers and scrofulous disease, while 
every nation in the East considers it nourishing and palatable. 
and uses it even for food when dried by sun-heat.—Boston Med, 
Surg. Jour. 


Digitalis in Pueumonta, and Salicin in the Hemorrhage of Ty. 
phoid Fever.—Dr. Q. C. Smith (Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Journal) says: When we have a patient suffering from some 


acute pulmonary affection, attended with high grade of fever, 
and more especially if the patient is delirious, we often give half 
to one grain powdered digitalis with three to six grains of lupu- 
lin every three to six hours, until the fever abates and the deli- 
rium subsides. We direct the nurse to watch the pulse closely, 
and should it get down to fifty beats per minute, to withhold 
the medicine until the pulse grows more rapid. This course of 
treatment will often produce very gratifying results in a few 
hours. After the more active symptoms are overcome, we fre- 
quently add quinine to the prescription. 

When we have a typhoid fever patient that is — blood 
from his bowels, which symptom is generally accompanied with 
diarrhoea, we give one to two grains of salicin, with three to six 
grains of sub. nit. bismuth, every two, four or six hours, until 
hemorrhage and diarrhcea are checked. We repeat this course 
as often as the symptoms demand it. 

We have found this course to produce better results than the 
astringents and opiates, as directed by classical authorities, 
whose teachings we highly respect. 





Extracts and Cleanings. 


Post Nasal Catarrh.—Dr. Robinson has given an extensive 
trial to all the medicaments which are supposed to have a special 
effect upon the mucous squill, copaiba, cubebs, iodide of potas- 
sium, ammoniacum, guaiac, etc., and has found three of espe- 
cial benefit—sulphur, cubebs, andammoniacum. He constantly 
uses the sulphur water of Sharon Springs, and believes that sul- 
phur is much more beneficial given internally than as a local 
application. Of cubebs he formerly employs the oleo-resin, but 
has since found the powder much more efficient. The follow- 
ing isa good formula for its exhibition : 

R—Pulv. Cubebe, ozi.j; 
Syrupi Aurant. Cort., f. oz. iij. ; 
Aq. Menth. Pip., f. oz. ij; 
Aque, f. oz. iij. 

S. Tablespoonful every three hours. 

‘It sometimes causes nausea, diarrhoea or a slight eruption on 
the skin, but these may be easily arrested by diminishing the 
dose. The use of the agent should be persevered in for along 
time, but at intervals it should be discontinued for afew days. 
Ammoniacum may be advantageously combined with ipecacu- 
anha and carbonate of ammonia, and is very serviceable in 
diminishing the secretion. When there is a constitutional taint 
of any kind suspected, the treatment must, of course, be modi- 
fed to suit the circumstance. The patients suffering from 
malaria, fifteen to twenty grains of quinine should be given 
daily, gouty diathesis, guaiac in sufficient quantities. When 
syphilis is present, Dr. Robinson thinks a long continued and 
systematic course of mercury (preferable the bichloride and 
biniodide) is imperative, whatever may be the stage of the dis- 
ease. * * * * He prefers the use of powders and sprays, 
which can be applied to as great an extent of the pituitary mem- 
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brane as the douche, with no danger of causing otitis, while 
there is the positive advantage of being able to use them in con- 
centrated form without occasioning the same annoyance to the 
patient. The spray should be applied at the temperature of 
the atmosphere the patient is accustomed to breathe, and should 
not be used in sufficient strength to do mischief. A useful 
combination is that of carbolic acid with borax in glycerin and 
water, which may be used with great benefit when ammoniacum 
is being given internally, as it prevents the masses of mucus 
from becoming hard and dry. One of the best applications in 
the form of a powder isa mixture of camphor and iodoform, 
The dry vapor of iodine, carbolic acid, and the essential oils can 
also be advantageously employed insome cases. Still, no local 
treatment can possibly restore the diseased follicles to their nor- 
mal condition, as this can only be accomplished by persistent 
constitutional treatment, including a good hygienic regime. 

Dr. L. D. Bulkley mentioned disorder of the liver as a fre- 
quent cause of nasal catarrh, and one to which Dr. Robinson 
had not alluded. His attention was first called to the subject in 
Murchison’s lectures on Functional Diseases of the Liver. In 
his cwn person he had always been subject to the exact symp. 
toms Dr. Robinson had described whenever he was bilious and 
his digestive powers impaired, and on investigation he had 
found this was true of a large number of his patients also. 
Many of those suffering from eczema, acne, and _ psoriasis, 
accompanied by lithamia and derangement of the liver, were 
also affected with catarrh, which he had now learned to attribute 
to the same cause. In such cases he had found great benefit to 
be derived from the simple inhalation of steam impregnated with 
the compound tincture of benzoine. The method he recom- 
mended was to put a teaspoonful of the tincture (to which a lit- 
tle laudanum might be added, if there was much irritation of 
the fauces) in the bottom of a tin pan, and then pouring a pint 
of boiling water upon it, let the patient inhale the vapor. This 
simple and inexpensive method might be repeated as much as 
twenty times a day with great benefit.— Zhe Richmond and Lous- 
ville Medical Journal. 
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Salicylic Acid in Diphtheria, andin Rheumatism—Quite a furor 
has arisen in some quarters, especially among German prac- 
titioners, on behalf of salicylic acid in diphtheria. It is em- 
ployed as a gargle, or internally for young children who cannot 
use a gargle, or in both ways simultaneously. The gargle is 
made by dissolving one part of the acid in 100 parts of water, 
with the addition of a small quantity of alcohol. This solution 
is adapted also for internal use. The dose is from two to five 
grains, in powder or solution, every hour or two. According 
to one observer, the membrane begins to be cast off after the 
third or fourth dose. “ Fifteen cases successfully treated ’— 
“thirty-one cases without a single death””—‘‘six cases with 
wonderful results ’"—so run the reports in favor. From other 
sources come counter reports. It is no better than chlorate of 
potash—-says one. It is not equal to carbolic acid—says an- 
other. Like all new remedies, it never fails in the hands of a 
certain class of practitioners, whose imagination is superior to 
their judgment. Five or ten years hence salicylic acid will be 
almost forgotten. It will meet the fate of nineteen out of 
twenty new remedies—to sink below its real merits. Mean- 
while it will be lauded asa cure for a variety of diseases. We 
have already been instructed as to its power to control fevers, 
and to cure intermittents. Its latest triumph is in acute rheu- 
matism. Ten grains, more or less, must be given every hour 
until the diseased joints can be moved without pain. This will 
happen within forty-eight hours, and after taking from 75 to 
250 grains. Professor Traube, of Berlin, is the authority for 
these statements. Perspiration, ringing in the ears and deatness 
are apt to ensue. One patient took upwards of five drachms in 
twelve hours, without disturbing his stomach. The medicine 
is acrid, and the mouth should be protected from contact 
with it. It passes rapidly into the urine, and can be detected 
there by chloride of iron, which produces a violet-blue reaction. 

Dr. Da Costa, of Philadelphia, extols salicylic acid as an ef- 
fectual remedy for foul breath. Instead of using alcohol to 
dissolve it, he adds borate of soda and glycerin—five grains of 
each, in half an ounce of water, with one drachm of glycerin. 
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This dose is given three times a day. The same solution may 
be employed as a gargle, or with the atomizer.—Pacific Medi: 
cal and Surgical Journal, March, ’76. 


Treatment of Placenta Previa.—Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas, after 
narrating to the New York Obstetrical Society (American Journal 
of Obstetrics), the notes of a case of placenta pravia, made the 
following remarks: Is it better to allow a pregnancy, during 
which the woman has become exsanguined and dangerously re- 
duced by repeated hemorrhage from placenta przvia, to go on 
to term, or should premature labor be induced? He chooses 
the latter alternative, and has lost but one case of placenta pre- 
via in which he brought on labor prematurely; the case died of 
post-partum hemorrhage. The children, of course, usually suc- 
cumb. In the case just mentioned he detached the placenta 
(which was centrally inserted), cut the cord and removed it, 
leaving the child in the vterus; no hemorrhage occurred, and 
twenty-four hours later the child was safely expelled. The uterus 
contracted well apparently, but th#ee hours afterwards the family 
physician was hurriedly called and found the lady dying of hem- 
orrhage. In his opinion the induction of premature labor offers 
greater safety, both to the mother and the child, than the plan 
of allowing the pregnancy to go on to term. The hemorrhage 
from this malposition of the placenta generally occurs suddenly, 
often at night, and before the physician can reach the patient, 
she is beyond medical aid, or at least at the point of death. 
These repeated depletions also debilitate the child, and the ques- 
tion arises whether a child born prematurely at the eighth month 
is not fully as likely to live, or more so, than one weakened by 
repeated hemorrhage. If the labor is induced by rubber bags, 
the hemorrhage will be slight and the danger to the mother not 
great, for these rubber dilators compress so thoroughly as to 
arrest the bleeding from the placenta during the dilatation of the 
os; of course the diagnosis should be correct, and a granular 
endocervicitis producing occasional discharge of blood should 
not be mistaken for placenta previa. This method of treatment 
is not mentioned in the obstetrical text-books.—Canada Medical 
Record, June, 1876. 
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Treatment of Constipation and Diarrhea with Water and Tinct- 
uve of Camphor.—Every one knows how difficult defecation some- 
times is for those persons who are afflicted with habitual consti- 
pation. In such cases, relief is often sought from injections of 
cold water, with the occasional additions of oil or soap. The 
following clyster is recommended as infallible in such cases : 

Take a tumbler and fill it half full of water at the temperature 
of the room, pour in a few drops of tincture of camphor, just 
enough to give the water a slight sapidity, then fill the glass 
with water. Inject this slowly into the rectum till about sixty 
or eighty grammes have been introduced. At first no effect is 
perceived, but in about ten minutes the desire to defecate be- 
comes irresistible. The effect becomes energetic in proportion 
to the quantity of tincture of camphor added. After the defe- 
cation, it is well to repeat the injection of a small quantity of 
the same mixture and retain it in the rectum, which can readily 
be done, so as to prevent constipation on the following day. 

Although at first sight it may seem rather improbable, the 
same remedy is also useful in checking diarrhcea, even though 
it may have been persistent. The injection should be extremely 
slow; after the dejection it should be repeated two or three 
times. The quantity of tincture of camphor should also be in- 
creased.—Mew York Medical Journal. 


Treatment of Cleft Palate without Operation.—The Lancet states 
that in St. Thomas’ Hospital Mr. Mason has, at the present 
time, under observation, several interesting cases of congenital 
cleft palate, which he is treating by the application of strong 
nitric acid alone, and consequently without the use of the knife. 
The ages of the patients vary from a few weeks to several years. 
Mr. Mason thinks that this method of effecting uniori is espe- 
cially applicable to cases in which the cleft is of average extent, 
and even where the hard palate is partially implicated. In more 
severe instances the ordinary operation may be required. Mr, 
Mason finds that the application of the acid is attended with no 
pain or inconvenience whatever to the patient, and although the 
cure is more slowly accomplished, it has the advantage of being 
Sure, and of completely closing the fissure in the most perfect 
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manner, without the risk of the parts giving way, either wholly 
or partially, as too often happens after the usual operation of 
staphylorraphy. A further gain seems to be that the cases may 
be dealt with as out-patients, as in all the examples now under 
notice. Mr. Mason, after many trials, prefers the strong nitric 
acid to any other form of caustic.—Med. and Surg. Rep. 


On the Rational Treatment of Common Tapeworm.—At a late 
meeting of the Medical Society of London, Dr. Brunton read a 
paper on this subject (Lancet, December 4, 1875). After stat- 
ing the varieties met with in this country, and mentioning the 
anomalous symptoms to which they give rise (their very anom- 
aly, he remarked, affording a clue to the diagnosis), he stated 
that the chief points to be observed in the treatment were: a 
preliminary starvation of twenty-four hours, and the administra- 
tion of a combination of kameela and male fern—namely, two 
drachms of kameela to be rubbed up with a little gum and water 
till an emulsion is formed, and then two drachms of oil of male 
fern to be added, and the whole triturated ina mortar, with a 
gradual addition of water till a three-ounce mixture is formed, 
of which half is to be given at bed-time, and the remainder 
four hours later. This he had never known to fail. He insisted 
on the quality of the drugs being good, and spoke of the after- 
treatment by tonics.—Vews and Library, Jan., 1876. 

A Cure for Drunkenness.—The American Journal of Pharmacy 
says that in Russia, for some time past, herba serpylli (wild 
thyme) has been used with great success to effect a permanent 
cure of drunkenness; in case of a relapse (only after years), a 
short treatment will effect a cureagain. The treatment consists 
in making an infusion of wild thyme (1} oz. to 1} pints), and 
giving the patient a teacupful every half honr. The next day it 
is given every two hours, and then four to six times a day until 
the cure is complete, which generally takes from two to three 
weeks, The effects are in the following order: Vomiting, diar- 
rhoea, increased urine, strong transpiration; then, generally, 
increased appetite and craving for acidulous beverages. The 
diet, easily digested food, and lemonade or other acidulous 
liquids.—Medical and Surgical Reporter. 
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lodoform.—This therapeutic agent possesses, in a wonderful 
degree, the power of reducing inflammation, soothing pain, and 
rapidly healing excoriated and ulcerated surfaces, by whatever 
cause produced, As a topical application, its healing and an- 
esthetic powers are unequaled by those of any known agent. 
lam daily using it in the form of suppositories in cases of acute 
vaginitis with almost magical effect, and even in inflammation 
and induration of the neck of the womb it has proved itself an 
invaluable agent in rapidly relieving pain, reducing inflamma- 
tion, and softening and restoring indurated tissue to a normal 
condition. 

I am also successfully using iodoform, in ointment form (forty 
grs. to one ounce ung. simplex), in painful glandular enlarge- 
ments. It has, in my own practice, shown itself as efficient as 
iodine. In connection with the topical application of this agent 
I daily administer three one-grain pills, at intervals of four hours 
each. For all such ills as these, iodoform has accomplished 
much already, and 1s destined, as I believe, to be of greater 
benefit, in the hands of the physician, than any known remedy. 
—/]. H. Johnson, M.D.,in Boston Journal of Chemistry. 

Employment of Aspiration in Intestinal Obstruction.—We \earn 
from the Medical Times and Gazette (London) that in a note laid 
before the Académie des Sciences, M. Demarquay states that 
the idea had occurred to him whether the same result that is 
obtained in gastro-enterotomy might not be attained by a sim- 
pler procedure, which might be employed by any surgeon. 
When an obstacle suddenly opposes the course of the contents 
of the intestine, gas accumulates above the obstruction, produc- 
ing tympanitis, whi-h is also accompanied by nausea and vom- 
iting, the intestinal canal becoming paralyzed by the excessive 
distention. If, then, at the commencement of the affection, 
before any local or general peritonitis has supervened, we are 
able to relieve the tympanitis by an artificial removal of the 
gas, we find the intestinal movements are sometimes re-estab- 
lished, and with these a disappearance of the obstacle occurs. 
M. Demarquay has met with three cases in which he has had 
recourse to this procedure with success.—Drug Circular. 
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Treatment of Severe Sprains. —Mr. Sampson Gamgee gives a 
case of sprain of the ankle treated by compression, with very 
satisfactory results, and says: ‘‘ Severe sprains are often serious 
fractures, though no bone be broken, or only a bit may be 
chipped off ; the ligaments and fasciz are ruptured, blood being 
extravasated into the joints, into the sheaths of tendons, and for 
some distance not infrequently between the layers of muscles, 
The swelling is great, the pain intense. The orthodox treat- 
ment by leeches and fomentations is valueless, compared with 
circular compression and perfect immobilization. Not only can 
the patient bear well-applied pressure from the first, however 
great the swelling and acute the pain, but it may be laid down 
as a general proposition, to which I have never seen an excep- 
tion, that in severe sprains effusion is raost surely checked, and, 
once it has occurred, its absorption is most rapidly promoted, 
while pain is most effectually relieved, by pressure and immobi- 
lization. It is as true now as when Velpeau taught it, that 
‘*compression is the sovereign resolvent in contusions with infil: 
tration and swelling.’”~-Lancet, Aprii 29, 1876. 


Dangers of Absorption of Carbolic Acid. —The carelessness with 
which non-professional journals take up certain popular receipts 
is not always without its dangers, and especially since these often 
come into the hands of children. For instance, there appeared 
lately in one of the public prints an article. upon the poison of 
vipers, which recommended that carbolic acid should immedi- 
ately be introduced within the wound, the acid to be mixed with 
alcohol 2x the proportion of two te one. Observe the off-hand man. 
ner in which a toxic agent is spoken of, as if it were the most 
inoffensive thing in the world. In order to try the experiment, 
a cat was selected upon whose skin, denuded’ of hair alone, a 

‘saturated solution of carbolic acid in alchohol, with an equal 
quantity of water, was rubbed. This produced no effect; but 
when the same solution was rubbed into a scratch upon the nose 
two or three times, the animal immediately fell into convulsions, 
and very shortly succumbed. Prussic acid could not have acted 
more promptly. The moral of this experiment is obvious. —Med. 


Times. 
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Quinetum.—A preparation of the whole alkaloids separated 
from East India red bark, has been used for some time in the 
Indian hospitals, as well as in private practice, with great suc- 
cess. The concurrent testimony of medical men in our Indian 
possessions is to the effect that quinine is not so greatly superior 
to the whole alkaloids as to make it worth while to separate the 
sulphate in its pure state. Mr. Thomas Whiffen of the Quinine 
Works, Battersea, now offers to the profession a similar prepar- 
ation, which he calls quinetum. It is in the form of a fine gran- 
ular non-adherent powder of a pale buff color. The proportions 
of the various alkaloids present will of necessity vary with the 
sample of bark used; but, we think, not so much as to be of 
moment therapeutically. Sulphate of quinetum is a white crys- 
talline body with a faint pink tinge, greatly resembling sulphate 
of quinine; and we are informed that the preparation can be 
supplied to the profession at about one-half of the cost of quin- 
ine—Brit. Med. Jour. 


Ulcerative Stomatitis.—It is now eight years since a physician, 
who had been fifty years in practice, suggested for a patient of 
mine, suffering from ulcerative stomatitis, a mixture of Peruvian 
bark, acacia, and sugar, made into a paste with cream; its suc- 
cess then led me to use it in one case after another, with the 
same result; and in scarlatina, diphtheria, and all aphthous 
affections, it has proved invaluable. The following is the form- 
ula: R—Cort. Peruv. flav., 2 dr.; acaciz pulv., one dr.; sacch. 
alb., half dr. M. Sig. Mix one-half of this powder in a table- 
spoonful of cream, and apply frequently with a camel’s hair 
brush,—Holden—M. Y. Jed. Jour., Dec., 1875. 

A New Method of Administering Enemata of Chloral,—-M. Du- 
jardin-Beaumetz has employed the process suggested by Griffith 
for administering chloral enemata with success. A solution con- 
raining a drachm of chloral is beaten up with the yolk of an egg, 
and this is added to a glass of milk to form the enema, This 
mixture has the advantage of causing no pain, which is not the 
case when doses of thirty to-sixty grains of chloral are adminis- 
teredin the usual enema or suppository.— Bull Gen. de Therap., 
June 15, 
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Leptandra as a Purgatave.—Dr. Wollen writes to the Louisville 
Med. News: “ During the past few years I have been prescrib- 
ing the flucd extract of Leptandra, with results so gratifying that I 
desire to call attention to the virtues of the above-named drug, 
Whether or not it has any specific action upon the liver I cannot 
say, but I am certain that it is one of the most efficient and 
safe purgatives that we have, and can be used without fear of de- 
bilitating the patient; in this respect widely differing from po- 
dophyllin, a remedy so often prescribed in hepatic disorders. 

‘In that class of cases usually called bilious, whatever that 
may mean, where there is loss of appetite, with a heavily-coated 
tongue and constipation of the bowels, I know of no single 
remedy universally applicable and useful as the leptandra. It is 
eften well to combine it with the fluid extracts of senna and 
rhubarb ; but whether so combined or given alone, it is certain 
in its results, and produces purgation without pain, griping or 
debility. In those cases of obstinate constipation occurring in 
yourfg infants, where it is necessary to resort to a purgative, it 
will be found that a few drops of the leptandra added to the 
syrups of senna and rhubarb will preduce the best results. 

‘Tt must be borne in mind, however, that the proper dose will 
vary with the individual. Owing to idiosyncrasy or other 
cause some patients will need but ten minims ata dose, while 
others will require as much as a drachm to produce any decided 
effect. The disagreeable taste of the drug is the only bar to its 
use, and this may be overcome to some extent by combining 
it with some syrup that is agreeable to the taste of the pa 
tient.” —Med. Brief. 

Gonorrheal Rheumatism.—On this affection Dr. Geddings, in 
the Charleston Medical Journal, says: Adopting the view that 
gonorrhceal rheumatism originates in the absorption of noxious 
material from the inflamed or irritated urethral (in the male) and 
the urethro-vaginal (in the female) mucous membrane, every 
effort should be directed to the mitigation of the primary dis- 
ease. This focus of infection must be removed before the 
chances of relieving the joint affection by general or local rem- 
edies can be considered as at all encouraging. The gonorrhea 
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or other urethral irritation must be actively treated. To this 
end, absolute rest, spare diet (in the robust) in cases of severe 
chordee or deep-seated pain in the perinzeum, leeches and mild 
purgatives are indicated. But, i1.asmuch as gonorrhceal rheum- 
atism usually occurs after the acute symptoms of clap have sub- 
sided, we may in most cases proceed at once to the use ot astrin- 
gent injections, with a view to suspend the discharge. The fol- 
lowing formula, suggested by Niemeyer, I have found very effi- 
cacious in simple gonorrhoea, and there is no reason why it may 
not prove equally so in complicated cases: 
R. Acid tannic..........066 e200 QPS.) XXX—IX. 
Vini Gallici rub. f. oz. iv. 
M. ft. inject. To be used three times a day. 

Psoriasis—Tar Internally.—By Dr. T. M. C. Anderson,—Dr. 
A. states that he has come to regard tar in the light of one of 
the most valuable remedies we possess in the treatment of 
psoriasis. And itis not merely in mild cases that it does good, 
for in his hands it has frequently yielded the most satisfactory 
results in very obstinate cases after long courses of arsenic and 
many other orthdox remedies had been tried in vain. Dr. A. 
generally begins with two minims three times a day in a tea- 
spoonful of treacle, and gradually increases the dose, if neces- 
sary, to half a teaspoonful, or even more. The small dose is 
advisable at first, as in some persons the medicine cannot be 
tolerated, and produces derangement of the digestive orgdns, 
fever anda bright red rash upon the skin. He testifies also 
to the virtues of this remedy in catarrh of the bronchial tubes, 
as pointed out by Dr. Ringer, and in chronic affections of the 
mucous membranes generally: he corcludes with the remark 
“that it is very singular hew sucha valuable remedy, which 
seems in earlier days to have been highly esteemed, should, as 
an internal medicine, have fallen into disrepute in our time.”— 
Brit. Med. Jour, Apr. 24, 1875; Also, The Am. Med. Jour., 
March, 1876. 

Poisoning by Santonin, and its Relief.—P. Becker (Centralblatt 
fur Med., reports the following case: A two-year old child 
Was seized, two hours after taking 0. 1 grm. of santonin, with 
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severe convulsions, beginning in the face, then the extremities, 
and finally interfering with respiration. The third and seventh 
pairs of nerves were the peculiar seat of the irritation. The pupils 
were enlarged. The urine showed the usual yellow color. Warm 
baths, eneinata of vinegar, draughts of water, and artificial res- 
piration wereemployed. The threatening paralysis at last dimin- 
ished, and at the end of three days the child was well. The 
absence of any certain therapeutics led Becker to enter upon a 
series of experiments upon animals, with a view to discover 
some antidote to the poisonous effect of santonin. 

Nitrite of amyl was employed, but without effect ; morphia, 
by injection, likewise failed to avert the toxic result, Chloral 
hydrate, however, given before the administration of the santo- 
nin in quantity sufficient to cause sleep, prevented the occur- 
rence of spasm. : 

Chloroform and ether by inhalation prevented the spasm, and 
animals thus treated recovered after the reception of otherwise 
fatal doses of santonin, 

Artificial respiration, by means of tracheotomy and the bel- 
lows, acted less favorably than the above-mentioned hypnotics. 

In cases of santonin-poisoning Becker recommends the inhala- 
tion of ether or chloroform, with artificial respiration during the 
first period, and, whea the immediate danger is past, chloral 
carefully administered. Later, to remove the poison, laxatives, 
etc., may be employed. 

Prophylactic in Cholera Infantum:—The author of this paper 
very justly states, that the various kinds of treatment adopted 
by physicians have not proved very successful in this malady; 
hence a prophylactic against it is of great value. As it orig: 
inates in the nourishment of the infant,"Jacusiel (Berlin Adm, 
Wochenschrift, 1875,) has been led to add two tablespoonfuls of 
one-third per cent. solution of salicylic acid in water to the 
daily allowance of milk, with the effect of rendering the germ of 
the disease powerless. The children fed in this manner have 
not had gastro-intestinal catarrh, or suffered any inconvenience 
from this rather free use of salicylic acid. The remedy is harm- 
less and also inexpensive.—Am. Med. Jour., March, 1876. 
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The Abortive Treatment of Dysentery.—Dr. David Prtnce (St. 
Louis Med. and Surg. Journal,) believing that in dysentery the in- 
dications for treatment are to produce a diarrhoea, to counteract 
or suppress the specific inflammation, and to secure rest to the 
alimentary canal, has made trial of chloral hydrate and sulphate 
of magnesium with very satisfactory results. Asan abortive of 
dysentery, chloral is given in a dose large enough ordinarily to 
produce:sleep, in connection with an ounce or two ounces of 
sulphate of magnesium, with sufficient water to male a_ solu- 
tion. An average dose is thirty grains. As an_ irritable 
stomach often leads to the rejection of the medicine, it is always 
best to be prepared with a second dose to administer imme- 
diately, while the stomach is empty. A sinapism upon the 
scrobiculus cordis, or a cold wet napkin upon the neck, may aid 
in the retention of the dose. The subcutaneous injection of 
morphia, waiting a few minutes for its quieting effects, is an effi- 
cient aic in rendering the stomach tolerant of the dose. 

In The Clinic, September 11, 1875, Dr. S. H. Lambert re- 
ports a very severe case of dysentery which he treated success- 
fully with hydrate of chloral. He says that in similar cases 
nothing has given him more satisfaction than a full dose of fluid 
extract of aconite, followed by chloral. 

Ticatment of Constipation and Diarrhwa.—The New York 
Med. Jour., quotes the Gaz. Med. di Roma: ‘‘Take a tumbler 
and filli half full of water at the temperature of the room, 
pour in a few drops of tincture of camphor, just enough to give 
the water a slight sapidity, then fill the glass with water. In- 
ject this slowly into the rectum till about sixty or eighty gram- 
mes have been introduced. At first, no effect is perceived, but 
in about ten minutes the desire to defecate becomes irresistible. 
The effect becomes energetic in proportion to the quantity of 
tincture of camphor added. After the defecation it is well to 
repeat the injection of a small quantity of the same mixture and 
retain it in the rectum, which can readily be done; so as to pre- 
vent constipation on the following day. Although at first sight 
it may be rather improbable, the same remedy is also useful in 
checking diarrhoea, even though it may have been persistent. 
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The injection should be extremely slow; after the dejection it 
should be repeated t-vo or three times. The quantity of tinc- 
ture should also be increased.—Med. and Surg. Reporter, March 
18, 1876. 


Treatment of Acute and Chronic Rheumatism by Means of Hot 
Packing.—The method of procedure is as follows: The bed is 
prepared by spreading over it a sheet of rubber cloth, and over 
this a blanket. Hot blankets are then wrung out of water of a 
temperature about as hot as the hand can bear, and with these 
the patient is enveloped. Two or three thicknesses of dry 
blankets are superimposed, and the whole retained in position 
till the patient is free from pain—a time varying from two to six 
hours. When the pack is applied the patient sweats very pro- 
fusely, as might be supposed, and after its removal’no danger 
has been found to occur. If the pain is confined to one joint, 
that joint is enveloped by the hot blanket, which is removed as 
soon as the pain disappears. One case of chronic rheumatism, 
extending over a period of seven months, was treated by means 
of local packings, and after slight relapses, occurring at intervals 
for five weeks, was discharged perfectly cured. This method 
presents the advantage in private practice of not shocking the 
friends of the patient as much as the ice and ice-water pack- 
ings.— New York Medical Journal. 

Curious Incompatibility.—Chlorate of potassium and iodide of 
potassium are both entirely harmless in suitable doses. Further- 
more, these two salts do not react upon each other in solution, 
even at a boiling heat. Yet it has been proved that when they 
are administered together, they do combine in the stomach, pro- 
ducing iodate of potassium, which is poisonous. M. Melsens 
found that dogs could take the chlorate or iodide in doses of five 
to seven grammes with impunity, but that a mixture of the two 
killed them in a few days, with the symptoms of poisoning by 
iodate of potassium. This combination must, therefore, be 
avoided. Indeed, as a general rule, the chlorate is so unstable, 
and so ready to give up its oxygen, that it cannot safely be com- 
bined with any substance capable of oxidation. —American Jour. 
of Pharmacy. 
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Writing and Reading.—Let our readers in the country note 
well the following extract and be encouraged to write for the 
Record. If you write anything original or useful, it will assu- 
redly find its way to all sections, both home and foreign : 

“In looking over our foreign exchanges, which include every 
language of the civilized world, it is a pleasure to see that 
American medical journalism is constantly growing in the appre- 
ciation of foreign professional men. Many of the articles con- 
tributed to this periodical within the last year have reappeared in 
French, German, Italian and Spanish costume. The country 
doctor, who, from his rural home and limited practice, con- 
tributes anything new, which is the fruit of a ripened experience, 
to the columns of the Medical and Surgical Reporter, may rest 
assured that in less than six months it will have been repub- 
lished in from fifteen to twenty scientific journals, and in every 
cultivated language.”’ 


Use of Cold in Fever.—H. C. Wood, M.D., American Prac., 
April 1, 1876, remarks: “The use of cold in fever has got 
beyond the stage of surmise amd speculation; its value is a de- 
monstrated fact. It is said that one of the most prominent 
medical teachers in the country recently affirmed that the plan 
could not be used in private practice on account of the preju- 
dice of patients. Having so employed it, I know that it can 
be used in private practice, and that the prejudice of patients 
can be overcome. He who neglects the plan to day is almost 
as culpable as the surgeon who, shortly after the appearance of 
the works of Ambrose Pare, refused to use the ligature. Just 
as certainly as unarrested hemorrhage will kill, just so certainly 
will neglected fever cases die in which the cold bath would 
have saved life. Cold will not cure typhoid fever, or a/ways 
avert death, but it will, in many instances, save the patient.” 


New Cautery—A new cautery seems to attract much atten- 
tion in Paris. Itisthe invention of Dr. Paquelin. The accounts 
of it which have appeared do not give the details of its construc- 
tion, but it appears to resemble in some particulars the gas 
cautery employed some years ago in London by the late Mr. A. 
Bruce. The principle of its construction is, that platinum, or a 
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similar metal, heated to a certain point, becomes instantly incan- 
descent in contact with a gaseous mixture of air and certain 
hydrocarbon vapors ; and that this incandescence is maintained 
as long as the platinum and gas are in contact. With two hun- 
dred grammes of liquid, five hours’ work can be done. Any 
temperature can be maintained steadily, from a dull-red toa 
brilliant-white heat, and can be instantly varied. Organic 
liquids, even cold water, do not, it is said, interfere with its 
activity. — Zhe Lancet. 


Select Formule—Cincho- Quinine, Strychnia and Iron.—-The fol 
lowing elegant combination of these valuable remedies is the 
prescription of Dr: J. H. Stephenson, of Leesville, Ohio, who 
has found it to produce the most favorable results. Take of 

Cincho-quinine 
Strychnia 
Chloride iron tincture.........+. Kaennwnnen cies 


DITA Dicinsevnss ones sebercnencaves conesesssssnseees q. Ss. 
Triturate the cincho-quinine and strychnia in a glass mortar, 


adding the tincture of iron gradually and a few drops of nitric 
acid if necessary, until they are dissolved; filter, and add syrup 
to make the finished preparation measure one pint. 


Camphorated Tincture of Opium.—To prepare this, substitu- 

ting tincture of opium for powdered opium, take of 
Alcohol 15 fl. ozs. 96 m. 
Water 15 fl. ozs. 96 m. 
I CIC a stinn ncsececssoveossese 12 fl. drs, 48 m. 
Benzoic acid 
Camphor......... (adbynbeke besbeesiones 40 grs. 
Anise oil 


Dissolve the benzoic acid, camphor and anise oil in the alcho- 
hol, and the honey in the water. Mix the solutions, add the 
opium tincture, and filter. —Loston Journal of Chemusiry. 


New Remedy for Burns—Salicylic Acid. —The method of using 
it is to form an emulsion with olive oil. This mixture is painted 
over the ulcerated surface once or twice aday. Itgivesrise toa 
slight smarting sensation when first applied, but that soon passes 
offi— American Journal of Dental Science, Feb., 1876. 
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Rules in Administering Arsenic.—In the Medical Press aud 
Circular, Dr. H. Griffith gives the following rules for the admin- 
istration of arsenic: 

1. It should never be given where there is a feverish state of 
the system; a quick pulse and a hot skin contra-indicate its 
employment. 

2. It should never be given shortly after meals—never on an 
empty stomach. 

3. It should not be given in the solid form, nor should it be 
given in increasing doses. Asarule, five minims of Fowler’s 
solution should be the maximum dose for an adult. 

4. The dose should be diminished, or the administration alto- 
gether ceased, on the occurrence of pain in the epigastrium, 
nausea, or irritation of the eyelids —Drug. Circular. 

Rapid Dilatation of Female Urethra.—By Geo. Jewett, M.D., 
of Fitchburg, Mass.—Abstract: A girl of fifteen had intro- 
duced a crochet needle through urethra into bladder, four days 
previously; two physicians had failed to remove it; symptoms, 


those of stone in the bladder. A digital examination verified 
her statement; the sound also detected foreign body in bladder 
fixed at both extremities. A number sixteen male sound was 


passed, followed by passage of index finger, a rupture of the 
meatus ensued, the finger then passing easily into the bladder. 
There was some hemorrhage, which ceased spontaneously. The 
foreign body removed successtully. Patient recovered without 
incontinency of urine, and in a week was well.—Condensed from 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, January 27th, 1876. 


Therapeutic Action of Chlorate of Potash.—In one section of a 
long communication on this subject, which is not yet concluded, 
M. Isambert demonstrates very satisfactorily that chlorate of 
potash does not undergo any change in passing through the 
body, neither losing oxygen nor chlorine, but being eliminated 
én masse by the secretions. This view is supported by the ob- 
servations and experiments of MM. Laborde, Milton and Gam- 
barini, but it is opposed on theoretical grounds by MM. Berthe- 
lot and Gubler, who believe that, like the iodides, it undergoes 
decomposition.—Gas. Med. de Paris. 
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Chloral.—Dr. Keen says: “I have tried it as a disinfectant in 
cases of offensive ulcers, abscesses, cancer of the womb, caries, 
ozena, etc., and I like it better than any other I have tried. It 
has the advantage over carbolic acid ot having very little smell, 
and over the permanganate that it does not stain the bedding, 
clothing, etc. As adressing to ulcers it acts as a stimulant to 
the granulations, destroys fetor, diminishes the discharge and 
makes it healthy, and so will often change an unhealthy into a 
healthy sore. For both these purposes I use it generally about 
gr. v-xv ad fl. oz. j. 

“Tn erysipelas I have tried it twice as a dressing, end it suc- 
ceeded well. Asan injection into sinuses in strumous abscess, 
in caries, and other similar cases, the Drs, Dickson write of it 
in high terms, and I can confirm their observations from my 
own experience after numerous trials. They also have tried it 
as an ointment (dr. ss. ad fl. oz. j) with success, and as an in- 
jection in gonorrhoea (gr. xx ad. fl. oz. j.,) when the discharge 
_ has generally ceased after three days or thereabouts.” 


Effect of Extreme Cold on Mind aud Body.—M. Payer, the 
eminent Arctic explorer, referring to a certain day on which 
the thermometer indicated 58 degrees Fah. below zero, says 
that so great an amount of cold-paralyzes the will, and that, 
under its influence, men, from the unsteadiness of their gait, 
their stammering talk, and the slowness of their mental opera- 
tions, seem as if they were intoxicated. Another effect of such 
cold, mentioned by M. Payer, is a tormenting thirst, which is 
due to the evaporation of the moisture of the body. It is un 
wholesome, too, to use snow to quench the thirst, as it brings 
on inflammation of the throat, palate and tongue; besides a 
temperature of 354 degrees to 58 degrees below zero, Fah., 
makes it taste like molten metal. Snow-eaters in the North are 
considered as feeble and effeminate, in the same way as is an 
opium-eater in the East.—Med. Record. 

Chloroform in Dyspepsia.—In that form of dyspepsia attended 
with rapid fermentation of food and evolution of gas soon after 
a meal, the author of this paper says he finds no remedy to give 
so prompt and satisfactory relief as chloroform, in doses of fif 
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teen to twenty drops in one or two drachms of simple syrup 
The gases are expelled from the stomach in a few minutes after 
swallowing the dose, fermentation is arrested promptly, and 
very seldom is any unpleasant effect experienced from the chlo- 
roform. Some patients speak of a slight intoxicating effect, that 
passes off in fifteen to twenty minutes. He has never seen it 
produce drowsiness in these doses, though, if repeated two or 
three times within an hour, it has a soporific effect upon sub- 
jects of mania-a-potu.— The Medical Brief, March, 1876. 


Grindelia Robusta—Its Medical Value.-Dr. H. M. Fisk (Pa- 
cific Medical Journal, August, 1875,) says that in all cases of 
iritis he has obtained the happiest results from the use of Grin- 
delia Robusta. It matters not what the cause of the iritis may 
be—whether gout, rheumatism, scrofulaor violence. He gives 
internally a teaspoonful of the fluid extract every four hours, 
and externally to the diseased eye a solution of one part to four 
of water. In asthma he has found its administration of consid- 
erable benefit. It controls the distressing nausea and retching 


attendant upon all stages of cancer of the stomach better than 
any other remedy he was able to find. 


Enuresis in Childhood.—At a recent session of the Verein der 
Aertze in Niederosterreich (Weiner Med. Presse), Ultzman de- 
livered an address on incontinence of urine in childhood. Sup- 
ported by his experience with numerous striking cases which he 
had treated in his poliklinik, and whose histories he gave at 
considerable length, he recommended electricity (the faradic 
current) as the best treatment for the great majority of cases, 
Recovery occurs in most, and when this cannot be brought 
about, there is at least a material improvement.—Exchange. 


Liquid Glue.—One part of phosphoric acid, specific gravity 
1.120, diluted with 2 parts of water, is nearly neutralized with 
ammonium carbonate, one part of water added, and then, in 
a porcelain vessel, sufficient glue dissolved in the liquid to 
obtain a syrupy consistence. It must be kept in well-closed 
bottles, The addition of glycerin or sugar would cause the glue 
to gelatinize.—Chem, Centralbl. 





430 SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


Pruritus.—The authority of this short notice states that re- 
cently he had a most obstinate and severe case of pruritus of the 
vulva, clitoris, and mons veneris of a fat woman more than sixty 
years old. So severe was it, that she would cry from the dis. 
tress. It so overcame her, every way, that she was nearly 
helpless. After trying a great number of remedies, both inter- 
nally and externally, for several months, with very little relief, 
at length, with only the external application of the essence of 
peppermint to the itching parts, she was almost instantly re- 
lieved, with an occasional use of the same.—J/ed. and Surg. Re- 
porter, March, 1876. 


Stoughton Bitters—Gentian root, bruised, 4 ounces; orange 
peel, bruised, 5 ounces; ginger, bruised, and cassia bark, of 
each, $ ounce; cardamom seeds, bruised, } ounce; diluted alco- 
hol, 1 gallon; syrup, 2 pints; water, 6 pints; cudbear, or tinc- 
ture of the same, sufficient. Digest the drugs with the diluted 
alcohol for a week, then decant the clear liquor, press the resi- 
due, and pour on the six pints of water; again macerate for 


three days, press out the liquid, mix the two tinctures, color to 
taste, add the syrup, and filter.— Vrgznta Medical Monthly. 


Prevention of Bed-Sores by Sheet Zinc.—Dr. G. M. Burke, of 
New Castle, Indiana, states that in cases of protracted iilness, 
the patient being confined to one position, and the parts from 
pressure become red and inflamed, the threatened ulceration 
may be prevented by the use of sheet zinc. The zinc should be 
carefully moulded to the part subjected to pressure, twice in the 
twenty-four hours being removed and thoroughly washed with 
cold water.—Amevtcan Practitioner. 


Death from Septic Inoculation —The London Lancet (March 4) 
mentions a case of a woman, “a layer-out,”’ in the Isle of Man, 
who died as the result of inoculation. She was called to lay 
out the body of a person who had died of gangrenous erysipe- 
las of the arm. The woman, having pricked her finger with a 
thorn, hesitated, but ultimately undertook the duty. Subse- 
quently she showed symptoms of blood-poisoning, which ended 
in her death—Medical Record. 
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Inflamed Testicle.—Dr. J. Mulveany, in Medical and Surgical 
Reporier, thus treats this affection: The enlarged and very pain- 
ful testicle to be fomented every hour with hot water, and 
between times a bag of hot, dry bran to be placed over the 
scrotum, and to take the following prescription :— 


R. Antim. potass. tart 
Tinct. opii ... covccceeedr, ij. 
Mist. camphorz ad ; oz. viij. M. 


Sig.—A tablespoonful to be taken every one, two or three 
hours, with a teaspoonful of epsom salts in every second dose, 
till the bowels acted freely. 

On the following day he was free from pain, the orchitis 
much reduced, and, with the aid of a suspensory bandage, he 
visited and remained for several hours in his place of business. 


lodoform Pencils. — 


Iodoform in fine powder 10 grammes. 
Powdered gum arabic...c.ccccsseccecees 2. * 
PEW ox. assis rsnssnvascvstenecces aneece q. Ss. 


Divide into 10 equal cylinders, 4 c. m. long; dry in the air. 
These pencils are hard, resisting, and capable of being divided 
into pieces of any length; they should be preserved from light. 
They are used with advantage against superficial ulcerations of 
the uterus. They are introduced into the cavity and allowed to 
remain, being kept 27 sca by a plug of wadding.—J/edical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


Falling Hair—A correspondent of the Medical and Surgical 
Reporter asks: ‘What will prevent the falling of hair?” I 
have used, for the past ten years, in my own case, and prescribed 
frequently for others, the following with complete satisfaction : 


R. Glycerine. ; 
Tincture capsicum........ danecwnnnnensod aa. ounces ij, 
Oil of bergamot........ Sinan drachm j. M. 


Or perfume to suit. 
This is to be the only dressing for the hair. Wash the head 
occasionally with soft water and fine soap. 


Suppression of Urine—Poultices of digitalis will in almost 
every instance procure relief. 
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Anti-Rheumatic Mixture.—In use at the Philadelphia Hos. 
pital : 
R—Potassii nitratis, dr. j. 
Vini colchici radicis, f. dr. j. 
Spiritus ztheris nitrosi, f. oz. j. 
Syrupi guaiaci, f. oz. ij. 
Olei gaultherie, gtt. vj. 
Aque, q. s. ad. f. oz. vji—M. 
Signa.—Dose, a tablespoonful every two hours.—Drug Ci- 
cular, 


Puritus Ant and Vulva.— 


R. Calomel..........0. jeovevee ve sovesscoceves 1 part. 
, 5 to 6 parts. 


Wash the parts and annoint freciy twice a day, and afterward 
sprinkle with a powder containing same proportions of starch 
and camphor. : 

Equal parts of Ungt. Gallarum and Ungt. Hydrag. Fortius 
is recommended in pruritus ani. 


Uterne Tonic, Nervine and Alterative.— 
R. Fluid Extract Taraxicum, 

af “«  Scutillaria, aa. ozs. ij. 

‘¢  Leptandria, 

” “ — Cimcifuga, 

id ‘Leontice Thal., 

" ‘¢ — Diascoria Vil., aa, oz.j. M. 
S. A tablespoonful three times a day. 


W. T. G. 


For Dysmenorrhea.— 


Be i vsnsstnccncnsesecascvenenenanene 
Cimcifuga. ........0006 sees bineneiesenotanecnnedl grs. xviii. 
Extract Stramonicum. .....s..ssceseseereeees grs. vi. 
BRI Pn stcvvcncopensee-sscsences svcccesesses PS. XXIV. 

M. Div. in chart No. xxiv. 


S. One three times per day ten days before expected time. 


Chafing.—H. T. Goldborough, M.D., of Easton, Md., recom: 
mends the following as an excellent application for chafing: 
R. Zinci Carb. 
Ly COpOdium...eccesccccccesces vose didsecesoen aa. oz. j. 
S. Apply to the affected part. 
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Uterine Tonic and Alterative.— 
R. Fluid Extract Taraxicum. 
“ “ Helonias Dis.,... ...........aa. 02Z. ij 
vi “¢  Leptandria. 
a ‘¢  Cimcifuga. 
- ‘¢ — Leontice Thal. 
” ‘¢ — Scutellaria Lat 


S. A tablespoonful in water three times a day. 


Marshall Hall's Nerve Tonic.— 
RK, BOVCRAIR i, crssssserscccscssececs piinnacnntsinei 
Acidi Acetici....... pian tence orem 
Alcoholis 
Aquz 
S. Ten drops tor a dose three times or more a day. 
In epilepsy, and all cases of nervous exhaustion, whether the 
result of mental harass or sexual excess, this will be found a 


good remedy. 


Creosote in Diarrhea.— 
R. Creosote....00...000+0 Seve oeanensnte ves gtt. 1 to 5. 


Spirits Ammonia Aromat gett. xx to dr. j. 
Aqua Distil 0z. j to oz. jss. 
If there is much pain add compound tincture opis. dr.ss, to dr.j 
To be taken at one dose for an adult p70 re nata. 


Simple Amenorrhea.— 
R. Fluid Extract Leontice Thal. 
- “  Cimcifuga. 
* ‘¢ -Virburnum Prunif......... aa. OZ. j. 
Syrup Ferri Iodidi........ Linen oz. ss. M. 
S. A tablespoonful three times a day. 
W. T. G. 


For Hysteria and Dysmenorrhea.— 
Fluid Extract Virburnum Prunif. 
* ™ . Opulus. 
“3 ‘¢ Valerian. 
- ‘¢ — Diascoria Vil 
Elixir Opii (McMun’s) dr. ij to dr.iv.: vel. 
Ammon Bromidi oz. ss. to.oz.j. M. 
S. Dessert-spoonful three times a day. 
‘. W. T. G. 
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A Third Dentition at the Age Seventy-three-—M. Echerac re- 
lates in the Gazette des Hopitaux (October 9th) the remarkable 
case of an old gentleman, aged seventy-three, who, after the 
manifestations of nervous symptoms for some time, and an 
abundant salivation, exhibited in his-upper jaw, which had long 
been dismantled of teeth, some fine ones projecting about two 
millimeters beyond the edge of the gums. They were six in 
number—four incisors, one canine, and one small molar. These 
teeth were neither very white nor very strong, but formed an ex- 
cellent substitute for those lost. Van Helmont relates a pre. 
cisely similar case occurring at the same age.—Medical Times 
and Gazette. 


Surgical Anesthesia in Children.—This is the method of pro- 
eedure at the Hospital des Enfans Malades: At eight o’clock the 
sister administers from three to four grammes (according to the 
age of the child) of chloral, and the child goes to sleep in twenty 
minutes. At nine o'clock the dentist passes through the ward 
and pulls the tooth, at times two teeth, and when the child 


wakes up, after three or four hours, it is minus its tooth, with- 
out suffering, or having seen the dentist. Those who know the 
pain of having a tooth pulled, and the difficulty of doing this 
in children, will appreciate in chloral a precious agent.—-Bwil. 
Gen. de Therapeutique. | 


A Preautionary Measure in, Cauterizing the Throat.—(Memore- 
bilien—Allg. Weiner med. Zeit.—Mettenheimer speaks of the 
dangerous symptoms which have followed cauterization of the 
throat when the stick of solid caustic has broken and fallen into 
the larynx. To avoid all danger in case of such an accident, he 
recommends that the stick be covered with gauze whose meshes 
are not too fine. In this way cauterization will be just as effect- 
ual and unaccompanied by danger. All that is required is that 
the gauze be frequently replaced. —Chunic. 


Waterproof Varnish for Paper, &c., is obtained by precipita- 
ting a solution of tallow or resin soap by aluminum, iron of 
copper sulphate, and dissolving the precipitate in a liquid hydro- 
carbon, or in carbon bisulphide.—Chem. Centralbl. 
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The Making of Doctors—Germany, with a population of 42,- 
000,000, last year graduated six hundred and sixty physicians, 
rejecting one hundred and eighty applicants. In the same time 
the United States, with a population of 40,000,000, graduated 
three thousand physicians, and remorselessly turned them loose 
upon the community. We rather incline to the notion that in 
this country the supply is likely soon to exceed the demand.— 
Drug Circular. 


Nestle’s Mother's Milk and (still more, a modification of it): 
Faust and Schuster’s Gattingen infant meal, Dr. M. considers the 
best substitute for mother’s milk. It contains in 100 parts: 
‘11,51 protein substances, 79.61 carbohydrates, 1.80 inorganic 
salts, 6.73 water (von Uslar and Polstorff). The inorganic salts 
contain in 100 parts: 31.70 phosphoric acid, 29.78 potash 
(Freitag). 

A New Mucilage.—The Journal de Pharmacie states that if to 
a strong solution of gum-arabic, measuring 84 fluidounces, a 
solution of 30 grains of sulphate of aluminium dissolved in two- 
thirds of an ounce of water be added, a very strong mucilage 
is formed capable of fastening wood together, or of mending 
porcelain or glass. —Sccentzfic American. 


Cement—A. cement capable of being used where resistance to 
both the action of water and the action of heat is required is 
composed by mixing glycerin with dry litharge, so as to consti- 
tute a tough paste. For uniting the joints of steam pipes, and 
other similar applications, this preparation is said to be very sat- 
isfactory.—Pharmacal Gazette. 

A Convenient Local Anodyne.—Take of elastic collodion, one 
ounce; hydrochlorate of morphia, fifteen grains. Dissolve the 
morphia salt in the collodion. Spread, with a camel hair brush, 
some of this solution on the painful part, and place some oiled 
silk over the spot. The effect is stated to be most satisfactory. 
London Lancet. 

Teething Infants. —When no other disease is found than super- 
excitation, 14 to 3 grains bromide of potassium in two or three 
doses will tranquillize the system. 
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The Treatment of Erysipelas by spirits of camphor is highly 
recommended by Dr. Hayfelder (Jour. de Medecine et de Chirur. 
git Pratique). He administers 2-4 drops every hour. Under 
this plan of treatment, he has seen the severity of many cases 
decidedly diminish.—Al/g. Wiener Med. Zeut., May 2, 1876. 

Action of Borax as an Autiseptic—Dumas and Schnezler state 
that they have found the borax coagulates the proptoplasm of 
the cells, and in this way kills lower organisms; it becomes, 
then, easy to understand how it can act as an antiseptic.—Avn, 
d. Ch, et. d. Phys. 

Salicyhe Acid has beun used with good results in Germany, in 
the treatment of recent superficial gangrenous sores, the method 
being to apply a thin layer of powdered salicylic acid on the 
surface of the sore, covering it then with wadding.—/opular 
Science. | 

To Cement Wood and Iron—Iron may be cemented in wood by 
dropping in the recess prepared in the latter a small quantity of 
a strong solution of salammoniac. This causes the iron to rust, 
rendering it very difficult to extract. —Sczentific American. 

Experiments \ately made in France show that air laden with 
coal dust is highly explosive. Several cases of explosion in 
coal mines have been traced to the action of suspended coal 
dust when no fire-damp was present.—Popular Science. 

Legislation Against Quack Medicines. —A proposal has recently 
been made in London to compel every vendor of a patent medi- 
cine to declare the ingredients of which it is made before offering 
the same for sale.—Medical Record. 

Balard, the well known Erench chemist, who died on "March 
31, at the advanced age of 74 years, was Professor at the College 
of France, and obtained a world-wide reputation as the discov- 
erer of bromide.—MVedical Record. 

The Use of the Decimal System of weights and measures has 
become compulsory in Austria since the commencement of the 
present year.—Clinic. 

Tonsillitis. —Beef’s gall and vinegar applied hot to the neck 
will arrest the development of quinsy. 





Cvitorial ap Miscellanzons. 


Tuts journal is on file with Dr. C. W. Bernacki, 344 West 
30th street, New York City, Medical Journal Advertising Bureau, 
where advertising contracts can be made. 


Our Advertising Department.—We respectfully urge our readers 
toexamine carefully our advertisements in every issue, as we 
are diligently seeking to bring before them notices of things 
practical and interesting, and to present them first class houses 
only, such as they may feel safe in recommending to their home 
druggists. 

The colleges which we advertise will also be first class, and we 
will in no case allow, knowingly,a bogus concern the use of our 
pages for any purposes. Preceptors may thus learn what schools 
torecommend to their pupils; for, after all, much of the re- 
sponsibility for the support of these irregular schools and the 
consequent low standard of education among the graduates is 
due to the preceptors throughout the country. This very point 
was made at the convention of editors by a college professor, who 
argued that it was the duty of physicians everywhere to take such 
students only into their offices as were possessed of satisfactory 
preliminary educations ; and we here add that it is not less their 
duty to recommend them to first class colleges. 


Dr. PowEtt—Szv: Is it true that there is a department of 
pharmacy in the Atlanta Medical College. * * * Howmany 
did they graduate at their last Commencement? * * * Have 
they any apparatus for the illustration of practical teaching of 
- pharmaceutical knowledge? Can the faculty of any regular 
Medical College, through the chairs of Materia Medica and 
Chemistry, teach the manipulations and impart the minute de- 
tails of knowledge necessary to fit the student for the responsi- 
ble and important duties of a practical pharmaceutist? In- 








438 SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


‘deed, would it be possible for even an experienced and learned 
professor of pharmacy to do it with the limited time and facili. 
ties possessed by these Institutions? I do not make these in- 
quiries to reflect upon the Atlanta College, but from a sense 
of duty to the profession and in view of the great importance 
of the subject. I hope you will answer them fully, that we 
may judge for ourselves. 


The above letter, from one of our most esteemed friends, has, 
for some time, been on hand, and the answer delayed in order 
to obtain the requisite information for reply. It is true that the 
Atlanta Medical College has a Chair of Pharmacy, ‘‘ so-called,” 
authorized by the Legislature about two years ago; but, we are 
informed, have had no special, separate, regularly elected pro- 
fessors in charge of this department. Nor have they had any 
proper outfit of apparatus or material for the teaching of this 
very responsible and important branch of study. Yet, at the 
close of the last term, they turned out upon the world eighteen 
graduates in pharmacy, nearly all of whom, we are reliably in- 
formed, had attended but a single short session of lectures. 
That ‘‘the Faculty of any regular medical college, through the 
chairs of materia medica and chemistry,” as usually conducted, 
could ‘‘ teach the manipulations and impart the minute details 
of knowledge necessary to fit the student for the responsible 
and important duties of a practical pharmaceutist,” is, in our 
judgment, too manifestly impossible to demand an argument at 
our hands. Nor would it be possible in so short a period, and 
with such limited facilities, for ‘the most learned and experi- 
enced” teacher to fit a student for the practical duties in this 
intricate and important science. We will venture the assertion 
that there are very few graduates of our best medical colleges 
who are prepared at once to discharge the duties of a clerk ina 
drug :tore, much less to prepare all the therapeutical prepara- 
tions and chemicals from the crude materials. This is our 
opinion, but if the learned professors in the established pharma- 
ceutical colleges and the professors of chemistry and materia 
medica in our first-class medical colleges will say we are wrong, 
we will say no more on this subject. We await their answer. 
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In thus candidly answering the inquiry of our correspondent 
we are prompted alone by a sense of duty to the profession. As 
public journalists we are expected to speak the truth, and to ad- 
vocate correct principles, without fear or favor; and we should 
be pleased to hear from any of our brethren on this point. Our 
journal is open for a free expression upon all matters of impor- 
tance and interest to the profession. 


Centennial—American Medical Association aud Convention of 
Medical Colleges—Extract from the Letter of a Medical Friend.— 
By the way, in your visit to the Centennial, did you see and 
note anything of special interest? If so, will you not give us 
some account of the same in the Record? Did you attend the 
American Medical Association at its late meeting? In all defer- 
ence to you and to other good men who are connected with that 
body, permit me.to say that in my humble judgment it has failed 
to meet the expectation of the profession as to the accomplish- 
ment of anything good. Itseemsto be little else than a medium 
by which a few men obtain notoriety forthemselves. It is stated 
in the public prints that Dr. Sims, the President, denounced the 
ethics in his address before the Association. Can this be so? 
What did the Convention of Medical Colleges do? 

OUR VISIT TO PHILADELPHIA. 

It was our intention to publish some account of our late visit 
tothe Centennial, even though the above letter had not been 
received, But we are glad that our friend has made the inquiries 
and are gratified for the opportunity of answering his letter in 
our leader upon this subject. 

To describe all that a visitor sees at the Centennial would be 
impossible. We will attempt only an outline of what we saw 
at that world’s wonder. It is the aggregation of the results of 
progressive art, genius and intellect of the last century, and we 
may safely say eclipses all displays of the kind ever before made 
inany portion of the world. 

Here may be seen the product of nearly every country upon 
the globe, presided over by its own citizens, in their national 
costume and speaking their mother tongue. Until they see 
them here grouped in one grand and beautiful whole, even men 
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of the most extensive information cannot realize the vast 
amount of industry that produces so great a variety of articles 
from the busy marts of the civilized world. It has. been truly 
said, that a visit to this wonderful exhibition would teach a youth, 
and even a man, more of natural history, the triumphs of agri- 
culture, and mechanical genius, and the marvels of beauty and 
art, than he would learn from schools or books in a lifetime. 
THE EXHIBITION GROUNDS 

Are of vast extent, within an enclosure of 256 acres, and 
are fitted with all appliances for pleasure, comfort and conven- 
ience of the visitor. There is a telegraph office and a national 
bank in the enclosure, and the grounds are ornamented with 
lakes and fountains, rare trees and shades, vases and statuary. 


MAIN EXHIBITION BUILDING. 
This is 1880 teet by 664 feet. Upon the corners of the build- 
ings there are four towers, 75 feet in hight, from which a fine 
view can be obtained of the grounds and thecity. In this build. 
ing are the departments of mining and metallurgy, manuffc- 


tures, education and science. This edifice cost $1,420,000, exclu- 
sive of drainage, water-pipe, fountain, etc. 
THE ART GALLERY, 

Also called Memorial Hall, and intended to be a permanent 
structure, is a thoroughly fire-proof building of granite, glass 
and iron, and was erected at the cost of $1,500,000. It is 368 
feet long and 210 feet wide, surmounted by a beautiful central 
dome. Here the wonderful and beautiful conceptions of 
Raphael, Rubens, Correggio and a noble array of others, equally 
gifted, look down upon you from the lofty walls. The immor- 
tal genius of our own artists, displayed in their productions on 
the opposite side, seem to challenge the other for the prize of 
excellence upon the seemingly living canvas, and in the almost 


breathing marble. 
= MACHINERY HALL. 


From art and beauty to the eminently useful and practical, we 
are now within this building, with its immense floor capacity, its 
eight lines of shafting, and great Corliss engine of 1,400 horse 
power, capable of putting in motion the fifteen acres of machin- 
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ery of all motions. Here the visitor can see manufactured 
upon the spot foreign sample productions, among them Persian 
and Turkish rugs, carpets, pins, needles, confectioneries, etc. 
Fifteen nations, besides the United States, are represented in 


is building. 
this 8 HORTICULTURAL HALL. 


From the deafening clatter of this wilderness of machinery, 
we are back to the beautiful again in Horticultural Hall. The 
city of Philadelphia contributes liberally to the expense of this 
building, and it is intended as a permanent ornament to the 
park. It is built in the Moorish style of architecture of the 
twelfth century, the external materials being principally iron and 
glass, and is 333 feet long and 193 feet wide. The central con- 
servatory has a height of 55 feet, surmounted by a lantern 170 
feet long, 20 feet wide and 14 feet high. This is a favorite 
building for the ladies, and all lovers of the beautiful. To enter 
it by its flights of blue marble steps, is like treading upon en- 
chanted grounds. One is unconsciously borne back to gorgeous 
scenes in the Arabian Nights, but feels that the genii of Alad- 


din’s Lamp could never have summoned the magical and bewil- 
dering beauty of this hall, when lighted with its 3,500 gas 
burners. Nature and art, with harmonious action, seem to have 
exerted almost miraculous power in attaining such perfection 
and marvelous beuuty as is displayed in this magnificent bower 
of bloom, and the sweet incense of the floral world. 


AGRICULTURAL HALL, 


A visit to this building is interesting to all persons, but espe- 
cially to the farmer and scientific agriculturalist. Here is a dis- 
play of all the products of the forest, bothin a primary and 
secondary form, and the fruits of our varied climates, with those 
of more Northern and tropical regions. The exhibits though 
in pomology will necessarily be larger towards the latter part of 
August or September. 

The Chemical and Pharmaceutical Department is exceedingly 
interesting and instructive. ‘Nearly all nations are repre- 
sented.” We were proud to see that our chemists are equal, if 
not superior, to those of any country on the globe. In purity 
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and neatness our manufacturers are far superior to all others, 
We are almost independent in this department. The most 
prominent exhibitors are Messrs. Powers & Weightman, of 
Philadelphia ; Messrs. Chas. T. White & Co., of New York; Har- 
rison & Brothers & Co., of Philadelphia, and Charles P. Pfiser & 
Co., of New York. Messrs. John Wyeth & Brother, of Phil- 
adelphia; Messrs. Rosengarten & Son, of Philadelphia, and 
Messrs. Billings, Clapp & Co., of Boston—it is said they present 
the largest number of specimens. 

There is also a fishery with a hatching apparatus, showing 
the manner of fish culture. The display of different woods is 
very fine: the rose, ebony and mahogany, of Brazil, and the 
products in this line from Spain and Portugal are handsomely 
displayed, while the Japanese exhibits are curious and instructive. 
Of course there are cereals of all kinds, in fact every farm product, 
implement and machinery for the farm. Some of these imple- 
ments are finished very highly. One set of plows from Indiana 
appear in gold plating, at a cost of $1,000 each. Though there 
are exhibited every kind of cotton grown in the world, the dis- 
play is small. Only Egypt and Brazil exhibit samples of for- 


eign cotton. RESTAURANTS. 


Are handsome and commodious; but we have space to 
mention only one or two. One of the most unique upon the 
grounds is that put up by Mr. Edward Mercer, of Atlanta. 
The structure is ornate and capacious—the dining room seat- 
ing 500 guests at once, and its sensation novelty, especially 
to the foreign nations, is a band of old-time plantation negroes 
with their unique songs, the strumming of the banjo and ‘‘ rat 
ling of the bones.” Mr. Mercer's establishment is called ‘‘ The 
South.’ ’The principal French restaurant is in charge of Leon 
Goyard, Paris, and has a beautiful outlook upon the lake. Leon 
Goyard personally superintended the official dinners given by 
the emperor of Austria, and had charge of all the dinners given 
to the sovereigns who visited the Vienna Exhibition of 1875. 

But our space forbids us to give anything like an elaborate 
description of this exhibition. The foregoing brief sketch may 
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be of some interest to our readers who cannot attend the Cen- 
tennial, or something of a foretaste of the feast that those 
may expect, who are so fortunate as to look upon this grand 
assembly of representative products, and citizens of the civ- 
ilized world. 


American Medical Association.—We did not, go to Philadel- 
phia to attend the Association, having business that prevented 
a regular attendance upon its meetings; yet we visited that body 
as frequently as possible and noted perhaps everything of special 
interest that was done. Touching the question of our friend in 
regard to the failure of the Association to accomplish any good 
in the past, we have to remark that, while it has not met the 
expectations of its founders fully, it has, nevertheless, published 
many able and important essays, and contributed largely to 
American medical literature. That it has accomplished little or 
nothing towards the elevation of the »rofession in important 
matters of medical education, we freely concede. Nor has it 
regulated and dignified the conduct of the schools in the matter 
of conferring degrees, or exerted, so far as can be seen, that 
controlling influence upon the moral and ethical deportment of 
the members of the profession in this country that was an- 
ticipated. 

The late meeting, like those that preceded it, took no posi- 
tion or binding action in regard to the colleges; yet, I was glad 
to note a decided and strong undercurrent in favor of a radical 
and important advancément in this direction, and we could not 
but feel gratified that the views of our journal, so often and so 
strongly urged in favor of elevating the standard of medical 
education, were entertained by large numbers, and there were 
indications that at no distant day great and important changes in 
the matter of medical education will be demanded of the col- 
leges in this country. In this connection, we will allude to the 
Convention of Medical Colleges which took place on the 2d of 
June, four days in advance of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. Here, while the same undercurrent of a desire to take an 
upward step in the cause of medical education prevailed, yet 
nothing definite or binding was done. Important questions 
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were presented and discussed. Resolutions were passed con- 
demning the beneficiary and short term systems, and striking 
at those schools which have adopted them. The double school 
at Louisville and the Long Island Medical College were doubt- 
less aimed at. The Michigan University received, also, a blow 
in the following action: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, Medical 
Colleges ought not to recognize or hold fellowship with any 
school or alumni in which irregular medicine is taught as part of 
the curriculum. 

We presume that our readers are aware that the trustees of 
that institution recognized Homeepathy ; and it will be remem. 
bered that we denounced strongly this action through our jour- 
nal at the time it was done. We did not then know that it was 
done without the approval or consent of the faculty—-a fact 
which we learned in Philadelphia. It seems, therefore, unjust 
that the faculty should be denounced, and so long as they op- 
pose and resist such action on the part of the trustees, they are 
entitled to the sympathy rather than the condemnation of the 
profession. While the University as a whole cannot be recog- 
nized, the original faculty, it would appear, ought not to be held 
responsible, but should, we think, be upheld and sustained by the 
profession, in the hope that the stand taken by this Convention 
and the moral influence thereby exerted, may open the eyes of 
the trustees to the impropriety of their action in the matter, 
and lead to its early abolishment. 

While these important resoltitions were adopted by the Con- 
vention, indicating the existence of the proper spirit in that 
body, yet the following resolution destroys in a large degree 
the satisfaction which we would otherwise have felt : 

Resolved, That the action of the Convention shall not be con- 


sidered binding upon the college represented, unless endorsed by 
their respective faculties. 


Thus our friend will perceive that nothing binding or def- 
nite was done by the Convention, For this reason it has been 
regarded by many as a farce, and in one sense it was. But it 
should be remembered that it was a provisional association, and 
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hence its action was mere advisory. If, however, it shall here. 
after become a permanent organization, we may reasonably 
hope that a great work of reform will be brought about, and 
that the sentiment of those in the profession who advocate a 
higher grade of education and a more honorable management of 
these institutions will not only be respected, but enforced. The 
alumni, who annually go forth from the schools, are expected 
to observe the ethics, if they would obtain recognition from the 
high toned and honorable among the profession. So the time 
will, or ought to come, when the schools themselves, who are 
in any sense irregular and who disregard the ethics, either in 
in spirit or letter, will be ostracized by their fellows, and con- 
demned by the profession at large. 

Where is the propriety or right on the part of the colleges to 
resort to undercutting in rates, or other irregularity to obtain 
patronage, any more than the practitioner can resort to like em- 
pirical procedure, to obtain a dishonorable success over his fel- 
lows? The opinion is rapidly gaining strength among the mem- 
bers of the profession, that such right does not pertain to the 
colleges, and that the conduct of several of our schools in this 
matter is unfair, and utterly violative of both the letter and 
spirit of the ethics. Whilst we thus freely and candidly express 
our views upon this subject, yet we can well understand and 
appreciate the obstacles which have heretofore prevented the 
colleges from adopting the needed reforms, and having confered 
personally with many of them at the convention, we feel greatly 
encouraged at the prospect held up for the future, in regard to 
this important subject. 

Dr. Sims and the Ethics.—To our friend’s inquiry in regard to 
Dr. Sims’ remarks on the ethics, we will reply that he did not 
denounce the ethics as a whole, but. boldly objected to certain 
features of that time-honored code. That there are certain 
defects in the present system of the ethics or changes required 
by the different circumstances of the profession as compared 
with the former times we are free to admit. And we will not 
say that the parts to which Dr. Sims objected are not those that 
need revision, and if he had brought the subject properly before 
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the body his views might have been adopted. Instead of sug. 
gesting the appointment of a committee to carefully consider 
the proposition and to report amendments toa subsequent meet- 
ing, he distinctly stated that he did not suggest such a commit- 
tee, but clearly left the impression that if individuals of promi- 
nence and high professional standing would disregard the objec- 
tionable features and be governed by a higher law, they would 
be sustained. 

With all deference to Dr. Sims and the high character which 
he has held in the profession, we frankly admit that we were 
shocked at his method of removing the evils which he assumed 
to exist, and must, therefore, demur to his remarks upon the 
subject. To violate a time-honored and established principle in 
order to sustain those who seek to make innovations upon them, 
even. though the views suggested might not be wrong in them- 
selves, would be manifestly hasty and impolitic, and would tend 
greatly to demoralize the profession and to undermine the great 
social and moral principles which in times past have dignified 
and ennobled the medical profession. The obligation to observe 
the ethics, therefore, still rests upon every honorable and legiti- 
mate member of the association. 

As to the imputation in the letter of our correspondent in re- 
gard to using the associatiou as a medium to obtain notoriety, 
we can only confess that there have been those who have sought 
reputation and eclat by thrusting themselves forward for posi- 
tions and appointments in this body. 

The idea that some men can doas they please, and that others 
must be held to a strict adherance to the law, has given rise, in 
our judgment, to nearly all the troubles in the profession. It has 
been our misfortune to see men uphold and sustain error and 
wrong by dishonorable means, and afterwards declare themselves 
the only safe custodians of the very principles they had de- 
nounced as wrong. We fear, from the information we receive 
from various sections of the country, that county and State 
societies are often controlled by men of this character, and hence 
the sickly and dwarfish condition of many of these associations. 
It should be remembered that the means used to correct an error 
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may be morally worse than the error sought to be removed, 

And not unfrequently the men who are destitute of honor and 
integrity at home manage to secure high places in these Asso- 
ciations. Such men, however, being known at home, soon find 
their true level, and justly bring upon themselves the contempt 
and ridicule of the profession for their vanity, trickery and pre- 
sumption. While, therefore, the imputation is true and is to 
be lamented, and has doubtless excluded many good men from 
this body, yet the Association should not be hastily denounced, 
nor the great object for which it was inaugurated be abandoned 
by the true men of the profession. 

In the remarks we have made on this subject, we have been 
actuated by noill-feeling or desire to offend the sensibilities of any 
one, but simply wish to avow the truth as we understand it, and 
to combat error from whatever source it may come. 

We invite our friends to write us briefly their views touching 
this or other subjects, whether they agree with us or not, and 
we will publish them with or without their signatures, as they 
may direct. Our readers will doubtless appreciate truth, and 
correct principles whether the party uttering the same see pro- 
per to affix his signature or not. 

WE contemplate, in a future number, to make further remarks 
upon this subject of medical ethics, and will show how it has 
been’ construed variously to suit parties in different sections of 
the country. 
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